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among you, t which are may be 

The term heresies 1s here used to signify errone- 
‘ous principles and practices in the Church. 

_ Heresies aré sects, and sects are furmed by 
differences in religious opinions; and in the same 
degree that any religious opinion varies from the 
revealed will of God, it is heretical and reprehen- 
sible. Heresies are ranked ainong the works of 
the: flesh, and placed in the same class of crimes as 
adultery, idolatry, witchcraft, and aeditions. Peter 
foretold that false teachers should “ privily bring in 
damnable heresies; and many should follow their 
perniciogs ways reason of whom the way of 


Damnable heresies are errors that subvert the 
Gospel of Christ. There may be modes of belief 
or disbelief productive of sects and deserving of 
censure that do not deserve the name of “ damna- 
ble heresies,” because they do not belong to a 
‘echeme of religion subversive of Christianity. 

Varivty of opinions in matters of indifference is 
‘to be tolerated, the strong are to bear the infirmi- 
ties of the weak; but a denial of one essential 
doctrine or the introduction of a single tenet con- 
trary. to God’s plan of saving sinners is sufficient to 
bring a curse upon man or angel. Nor is there 
apy one ein more hateful in the sight of God than 
that of corrupting his word, either by adding or 
diminishing ; by wresting or by false interpreta- 
tion. My design at present is to lay before you 
the principal heresies which have disturbed the 
Church of Christ from the time of the apostles to 
the present age. 

I consider the end of the first century as closing 
the labours of all the apostles. ‘I'he period in 
‘which they lived was the time for completing the 
record of God's revealed will—the time for Chris- 
Zians to love and o'ey, do and suffer. 

At the death of the apostle John we see by the 
limmerings of ecclesiastical history the names of 
lement, Ignatius, Simeon of Jerusalem, and Poly- 

‘carp, who appeared as burning’and shining lights 
in the beginning of the second century. At this 
time a dark cloud hang over the Church, which 
‘spent much of its fury on these good men by the 
-bitter persecutions carried on under the Emperor 
Trajan. But persecution was not the worst evil 
the Christians endured. 

The disorders of heresy, which tend to destroy 
the pure work of God—the constant endeavours of 
horctice-te unite themselves with Christians and 
their labour to promote false religion by pretended 
charity, afforded incessant and painful employment 
to discountenance their errors in every quarter, 
and prevent their influence by every reasonable 
anethod. 

While heretics weakened the attachment of 
‘men to Christ, and promoted self-sufficiency with 
‘much of a worldly spirit, Christians found it diffi- 
cult to set limits to the infection by keeping them- 
selves distinct frum the heretical parties. 

Strange as it may seem, it was nevertheless 
true, that many in the days of pagan persecution 
were Christians only in name, and gioried in sen. 
timents subversive of the genius and spirit of the 
Gospel. Many streams of heresy began to flow in 
-the apostolic age, and rolling down with the cur- 
rent of time, made their channels deep and broad 
4in the Christian Church. 7 - 

Some said there was no resurrection of the 
dead—others affirmed that the resurrection was 
past. Some denied the divinity, others the huma- 
nity of the Son of God. Some unfitted themselves 
for present duty by expecting every day to see 
“their God in grandeur, and the world on ftire;” 
-whilst others indulged themselves in chambering 
and wauntonness, holding the doctrine of the Nico- 
laitanes which God and the Church hated. 

Betore we can perceive clearly what heresy is, 
since the time of the Apostl-s, we must under- 
stand what doctrines the Christian church held, 
and what worship she practised before Pagan 
Raine became nominally Christian, ahd the visible 
-kingdom of Christ became invested with external 
-dignity and political importance. 

As far as we can learn from the lights of eccle- 
siastical history, the Church of Christ worshipped 
the one living and true God, revealed in three per- 
sons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, equal in power 
and glory. Christians all felt and confessed con- 
viction of sin, of helplessness, of exposedness to 
wrath. The revelation of God’s grace constantly 
reminded them of their obligations to the Father 
for hia electing love—to the Son for his atoning 
blood—to the Holy Spirit for his quickening, en- 
lightening, and sanctifying power. Regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit was esteemed their common 

rivilege. The perfect righteousness and preva- 
ae intercession of the Son of God, laid the foun- 
dation for their hope of heaven. Repentance to. 
wards Gud, faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of hands, 
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judyment 
‘were, to them, the first principles of the oracles of 
God. All the doctrines of grace, beginning with 
the electing love of God, and ending with the glo- 
rification of all who were justified freely, by 
grace, through the redemption of Christ, were so 
closely connected with their religious experience 
that they were all of one heart and one mind, 
continuing steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, as a happy fraternity, through nearly 
the whole of the second century. Yet the moran | 
of the Church was marred, ber peace disturbed, 
her prosperity hindered by the corruption of the 
doctrine of the person of Christ, The heretics 
affirmed that Jesus Christ wasa mere man, and 
‘they asserted that all their ancestors, and even the 
apostles themselves, were of that opinion. A wri- 
ter, who contended for the faith of the Gospel, re- 
plied, that “this might carry a plausible appear- 
ance of truth, were it not, first, contrary to the 
Holy Scriptures, next, to the books of several per- 
sons published against the Gentiles in defence of 
the truth, I mean, Justin, Miltiades, Tatian, and 
Clement, with many others. In all their works, 
Christ is preached and published to be God. Who 
knoweth not that the works of Ireneus, Melito, 
and all other Christiana do confess Christ to be 
God and mant How psalms and hymns and 
eanticles were written, from the beginning, by 
faithful Christians, which celebrate Christ, the 
word of God, as no other than gr indeed ? red 
then is it ible, according to their report, that 
our ot Wo nme shonld have preached 80, when the 
creed of the Church for so many years is pronoun- 
ced as certain, and known to all the world ?” 

The Ebionites, who denied the divinity of our 
Lord, and the Eclectics, who adopted every opinion 
which they thought agreeable to truth, formed 
themaelves into distinct sects, daring the second 
century; but the Church of God, by men who con- 


with 


tended earnestly for the faith,as Jude bad com- 
manded, and by the persecution of pare discipline, 
kept -herself separate and distinct from the heret- 
ical pirfies. 
In the third century, the Church was disturbed 
[his heresy consisted in a 
denial of the distinction of persons in the God- 
head. The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost were af- 
firmed to be the same. An attempt was made to 
explain this by comparing God to the sun, whose 
illuminating quality was the word and the warm- 
ing virtue, the Holy Ghost. Alas! how readily do 
mea forget that there is no likeness to which they 
can compare God! (Isai. xl. 18.) | 

Tertullian wrote against this heresy, and after 
supporting the doctrine of three persons in one 

» he observes that this rule of faith had obtain- 
ed from the beginning of the Gospel, Also during 
the thied century, the Church of God was greatly 
defordfed and polluted by the high claims of some 
ecclesiastics—by great declension in godliness— 
by a criminal want of strict discipline—by exten- 
sive schistins and the rise of the monstrous heresy 
of Manes, whose fundamental principle was to ac- 
count for the origin of evil by the belief of two 
first causes, independent of each other. But not- 
withstanding the érrors, divisions, and offences, 
which deformed those who bore the Christian 
name, true Christians let their light shine by hold- 
ing forth the peculiar doctrines of the Christian 
system—stuch as, original sin, justification by faith 
in Jesus Christ, making prominent his deity and 
atonement, together with the divinity and special 
saving influences of the Holy Spirit. Surely it 
should move the minds of those who oppose these 
doctrines to observe how they have been neld from 
the primitive gtimes by the wisest and best men 
ever found in the Christian ranks—even the dis- 
senting Novatians held them differing from the 
Church only on points of discipline. 

Early in the fourth century, Constantine the 
Great, was placed on the throne of the Cesars, and 
the mighty Empire of Rome became nominally 
Christian. At this important period, several cles- 
ses of Dissenters existed; such as Montanists, 
Novatians, Donatists, and other smaller sects; but 
that which could be justly denominated damnable 
heresy, was but little prevalent. But under Con- 
stantine, while the Church enjoyed outward peace 
and public prosperity, dvctrinal truth became so 
much a matter of speculation, that men became 
ripe for almost any perversion, Origen had paved 
the way td low and ambiguous views of Christ, 
which were cherished and increased among the 
admirers of Platonick studies, Eysebius, the his- 
torian, fomented this great evil, and Arius arose 
to assault openly and with tremendous power, the 
Deity of the Son of God. He asserted that there 
was a time when the Son of God was not. He 
affirmed that Jesus Christ was a creature, mutable 
as other creatures, and like other men, capable of 
virtue or vice. Eusebius, the historian, admitted 
the eternity of the Son of God, yet denied his 
equality with the Father; but Arius advanced still 
further, and taught that the Son proceeded out of 
a state of non-existence—that he was not before 
he was made—that he who is without beginning, 
has set his Son as the beginning of things that are 
made—that God made one whom he called Word 
and Wisdom, by whom he created us. 

Intelligent, humble Christians believed that such 
heresy wes as evidently sinful as drunkenness or 
theft or murder, and hence with a pious zeal for 
the true doctrine of the Trinity, they opposed the 
principles of Arius, and contended for the doctrines 
of the Gospel, knowing that silence on their part 
would have been a great sin. Arius and his follow- 
érs, on the other hand, exerted themselves to the 
utmost to support their pretensions, till the empire 
was convulsed, truth bled under the ridicule of the 
Pagans, and the Emperor took the resolution of 
summoning in council the representatives of the 
whole Christian Charch. 

This general council, convened by the order, 
supported by the bounty, and moderated by the 
Emperor himself, met at Nice, in Bithynia, and 
was composed of nearly’six hundred members, of 
whom three hundred and eighteen were Bishops. 
Arius appeared before this council as a minister of 
Satan transformed into an angel of light or minis- 
ter of righteousness. 

Tall and venerable in his person, grave in his 
manners, monastic in his dress, captivating in con- 
versation, with a highly cultivated mind, well 
skilled in the fashionable arts of disputation, he 
seemed formed to deceive. 

The Trinitarians at first used the common lan- 
guage of the orthodox, affirming that Christ was 
God—that he was truly God—that he was the 
power, wisdom, and image of the Father. Arius 
readily granted it all. But, when he granted and 
used the language of Trinitarians, did he mean 
the same doctrine taught by them? Far, far from 
it. He allowed that Christ was God in the same 
sense that holy angels and good men are called 
gods in Scripture. He allowed that Christ was 
truly God, because the Supreme God had created 
him, capable of receiving and exercising divine 
powers. 

He granted that the Son was naturally of God, 
even as we are said to be of God, of whom are 
all things—and he allowed that the Son was the 
power, wisdom, and image, and glory of the Fa- 
ther, as we are al] said to be the offspring, the 
image, and glory of God. 

The council being convinced that the Arian use 
of the terms, God, true God, and the like, was a 
mere deception, condemned the heresy, deposed 
and excommunicated Arius, forbidding him to re- 
turn to Alexandria, where he had before been con- 
demned by a smaller council, but still continued to 
officiate there as a minister. Arius however found 
favour with the great, spread his doctrines far and 
wide, till the majority in power became corrupt, 
and, under Constantius, became a persecuting 
power, torturing, banishing, and putting to death 
some of the best men among those who honoured 
the Son even as they honoured the Father. Some 
of the Pagans united in this persecution, saying, 
that the Arians had embraced their religion. Nor 
does this at all surprise us, when we are informed, 
that such aman as Eusebius of Cesares, by an 
admiration of Plato and Origen, was led into 
Arianism. _ 

.Tue Priscillian heresy, which seemed to com- 
bine all the most pernicious errors of former times, 
we pass over, in order to notice, in the fifth cen- 
tury, a heresy unknown before. 

While the experience of divine power was strong 
and vigorous in the Church, men could not be per- 
suaded that the influences of the Holy Spirit were 
not needed. But when the Holy Spirit of God 
was quenched and grieved by errors, superstition, 
and licentiousness, Satan felt emboldened to start 
a new heresy, which, supported by human nature, 
should pretend to reach the summit of sanctity, 
independent of the operations of the Holy Ghost. 
This was Pelagianism. This heresy, directly sub- 
versive of Christianity, God foresaw, and raised up 
and trained Augustine to be a scourge to Pela- 
gius, and a to all future generations. 

The talents of Pelagius were of the first order. 
His morals were fair and imposing. He travelled 
much, artfully used the word grace to break the 
force of prejudice, imparted his doctrine by de- 
grees to his converts, delivered his views under 
the modest appearance «f queries, insinuated him- 
self into the favour of women of rank, and thus 
widely diffused his tenets. 

The Pelagian heresy may be briefly expressed 
thus: Adam was by nature mortal, and would 
have died if he had not sinned. Adam’ssin brought 
no bad consequences to any one but himself. In- 
fants are born as free from sin as Adam was be- 
fore the fall. The liberty of the will and infor- 
mation on points of duty being sufficient for salva- 
tion, men may be saved by the law as well as the 
Gospel. The grace or favour of God is given ac- 
cording to merits. 

There shall be a resurrection of the dead, but it 
will not follow in virtue of Christ’s resurrection. 
Almost any one can see that this gcheme of reli- 
gion is no better than deism. . 

Cassian, by some modifications of Pelagianism, 


became the leader of the Semi-pelagian party in 
the Church. Hie views .may be thus expressed. 
God does not dispense his grace to one man more 
than another, in consequence of the decree of elec- 
tion, but is willing to‘save all men if they comply 
with the terms of his Gospel—that Christ died for 
all men, for one as mach as another—that the 
grace necessary to salvation is offered to all men— 
that man before he receives grace, is capable of 
faith and holy desires, being boru free and made 
capable of receiving or resisting the influences of 
grace. ‘This heresy became more widely diffused 
than Pelagianistn iteelf, tor it possessed more of 
the appearance of Christianity ; and the contro- 
versy between the Semi-pelagians and the discip es 
of Augustine continued down through the sixth 
century, 80 as greatly to divide the churches, in 
the European provinces, es well as among the 
Greeks and Eastern Christians. Whilst the Chris- 
tian church was agitated, divided, and almost dis- 
tracted with antichrists.and false prophets, whilst 
heresies were multiplied, and*the Church became 
more and more corrupted, the Roman Empire was 
repeatedly convulsed by the appearance and ope- 
rations of false Messiahs. The reigns of Adrian, 
Theodosius the younger, Justin, and Justinian, 
were ench rendered memorable by the appearance 
of these impostors. Under the influence of strong 
delusions, more than half a million of Jews per- 
ished, while multitudes of Christians were greatly 
oppressed, and even persecuted to death. In the 
seventh century, Mahomet, the great imposter 
arose, and with him “The man of sin,” whose 
workings after the manner of Satan, abused the 
Church, by super-titions, will-worship, and idola- 
try, till the visible kingdom of Christ, as it then 

existed, having first, swallowed up the Roman 

Empire, was soon swallowed up by a worldly spi- 
rit, and became the mother of harlots, that reigned 

over the kings of the earth, riding triumphantly 

upon her scarlet-coloured beast, full of the names 
of blasphemy, for nearly ten centuries. 


During this long and dreadful period of anti-chris. 
tian domination, by the assumption of the name and 
authority of Christ, Satan, the grand adversary, need- 
ed no additional heresies. Al! were branded with 
the name heretic, who refused the abominations of 
“ Babylon the great;” and it was reserved till the 
time of Reformation for another heresy to stand 
revealed, more subtle, captivating, and extensive 
than &ny which had ever appeared! @his was Ar. 
minianism! The leading featurés of this heresy 
may be expressed in a few wordse—the fall and 
total depravity of man by the sin of Adam, so that 
he had no freedom of will left—the restoration of 
man by grace to freedom of will, so that every sin- 
ner can effectually receive or reject the offers of 
salvatiou—that Jesus Christ made an atonement 
for all mankind in general and for every individu- 
al in particular—that election is conditional, de- 
pending upon foreseen faith and obedience—that 
regeneration is by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost; but the regenerate may lose true justify- 
ing faith and fall from a state of grace. 


In 1618 Arminianism was condemned as a 
heresy by the Synod of Dort; but it has found 
numerou:; and able advocates down to the present 
hour. Notwithstanding the orthodox creeds which 
have been formed on the Continent of Europe—in 
the English and Scotch churches—and in some of 
the American churches—notwithstanding these 
creeds have been laid at the foundation of estab. 
lishments and publicly adopted, subscribed, and 
sworn to by vast numbers of ministers and people; 
yet itis hazarding nothing to say that two thirds of 
the Protestant world are Arminians! Episcopius, 
Archbishop Laud, and John Wesley have more 
disciples and admirers than Paul and Peter and 
John! And why should they not, since the world 
will love its own? Was there ever a system de- 
vised, so far from truth and yet so much like the 
Gospel! No system ever devised seems to possess 
so much aliment for devotion, while all its nutriti- 


-ous powers are exhausted in the production and 


cultivation of self-righteousness. Nothing ever 
— more to extol free grace while it effectu- 
ally neutralizes all grace and claps the crown ot 
glory upon the head of free will. 


No device could ever lead the votaries of reli- 
ligion to die more in the triumphs of enthusiastic 
hope while their hearts are sealed and barred 
against the true doctrines of the Gospel. 


The best executed counterfei's are most likely 
to deceive. Hence the most revolting features of 
Arianism—the most infidel aspects of Pelagian- 
ism and some of the unscriptural refinements 
of the semi-Pelagians are carefully excluded from 
the Arminian system. 

But can you find in Arminianism any thing like 
the totality of human depravity as taught in the 
doctrine of original sin, where there is the imputa- 
tion of guilt, the want of original righteousness, and 
the corruption of the whole nature! Can you dis- 
cover any thing of the election of grace, according 
to God’s everlasting love? Can you learn any thing 
about the covenint of grace, made with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in all things well ordered and 
sure! Is there any thing about the successful ap- 
plication of the redemption purchased by Christ, by 
the power of the Holy Ghost ? 

Some have thought that Arminianism, as modi- 
fied in our day, teaches men the way of salvation 
and must be considered an evangelical system and 
therefore they deem it unkind and unjust to enter 
it on the list of heresies. It might be well for 
such to look at it in the light of divine truth and 
place its teachings by the side of the Apostles’ 
doctrine. ‘The difference may be seen in the ful- 
lowing brief statement. 

The moment Adam sinned, he had no freedom of 
will left—by the merits of Christ all men are re- 
stored to freedom of will, and delivered from the 
guilt of Adams’ first sin—Christ has made an 
atonement for all men, and as he died for all, the 
offer of salvation is made to all, and sufficient grace 
given to all, though this grace may be resi-ted and 
those for whom Christ died perish everlasting! y—it 
is not the righteousness of Christ, but the faith of 
a believer that is imputed to him for his justifica- 
tion—the first step to be a Christian is torepent, 
the next is to believe, but a true believer may 
lose his faith, bo a ehild of God to-day, and a child 
of the devil to-morrow. 

These tenets are parts of a system which sub- 
verts the Gospel of Christ and therefore to be 
ranked with heresies that infectthe Church. The 
modifications of Arminianizm belong to the middle 
of the 18th centurv, stretching down to the present 
hour with a rapid and alarming progression. | 
doubt not but there are more human hearts closed 
against the truth as it is in Jesus, by modern Ar- 
minianism than by any other system of error now 
existing in Christendom. 

To plead for this system on the ground that it 
contains important truth is as unwise and unsafe 
as to urge men to partake of a dinner of ratsbane 
because it is mixed with wholesome and nutritious 
viands. Paul and Silas would not have fellowship 
with the spirit of divination. because the damsel pro- 
claimed a great deal of truth, ssying, * These men 
are the servants of the most high God, which show 
unto us the way of salvation.” 

But I pass on to observe, that the 19th century 
has been most prolific of heresy in the Presbyte- 
rian Church. The sowers and cultivatbrs of error 
have been numerous and their harvests have been 
abundant. 

The semi-pelagianism of Hezekiah Balch, Tho- 
mas B. Craighead, and Willi»m C. Davis—the 
Arianism of Barton W. Stone, and the Arminian- 
ism of the Cumberland Presbyterians, together with 
the Hopkinsianism and Unitarianism which came 
in like a flood from New England prepared the 
way forthe great Pelagian Apostasy, which during 
the last ten years has desolated a large purtion of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

This apostasy has been marked by the most sin- 
gular combinations against the truth and the most 
marvellous system of lying that has ever been wit- 
nessed in any age. Yes, the 19th centory has pro- 
duced a set of Ecleetics, who have publicly adopted 
the Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Charch 


yet acquired moral power sufficient to govern the : 
ni 


verse acconding to hie will,” . 

“That Adams wae created neither sinful nor 
holy, but acquipged a character by acts.” 

‘That a cannot be sinful nor holy.” 

“ That neither the Old nor the New Testament 
teaches the dggtrine of the imputation of any thing, 
to any one, but what strictly belongs to him.” 

“That the Scriptures nowhere teach that a 
covenant was msde with Adam or that he repre- 
sented the human race or that he acted for thein.” 

“ That all depravity consis's in voluntary trans- 
gression, and that infants possess the same nature 
with Adam at his creation.” 

Or, “that infants possess no moral character, 
they are neither holy nor sinful.” 

“That the law can have no penal demand ex- 
cept against the offender—with a substitute it has 
no concern “— a thousand substitutes should 
die, the law still holds iis demand egainst the 
transgressor.” 

“ That Jesus Christ did not suffer the penalty of 
the law, that he died as much for one man as 
another, and that the atonement secures the salva- 
tion of no one.” 

“ That gospel justification is not by the imputed 
righteousness of Christ—the act of believing is im- 
pated for righteousness—God promises, man 
lieves, and thia is the whole of it.”~ 

“ That utility is the end—expediency the rule, 
and ability the weasure of moral obligation.” 

“That God requires sinners to make themselves 
new hearts—this is evidence that they are able to 
do so, and if the sinner ever has a new heart he 
must obey God and make it himself.” 

“ That regeneration is gradual and brought about 
by moral suasion.” 

“ ‘l’hat the sinner is active in his own regenera- 
tion and ought not to pray for God to do what he 
can do himself.” 

“ That the measures of Providence are liable to 
fail—the Elen experiment failed—the Sinai ex- 
periment failed—and there is the same lia bleness» 
to fail in the great measure of atonement.”” 

“The universe is the best clock the Lord could 
make—if he could make it better or govern it bet- 
ter he would—but he is pained and distressed be- 
cause moral agents do wrong under every possible 
influence to prevent it.” 

The error’ with which the New England 
churches were afflicted about a century ago were 
but asa few drops to the ocean, compared with 
this overwhelming flood of heresy, which during 
the last twenty years has been poured forth over 
the whole land. It has been swelled and spread 
by shining talents, by wealth and numbers, by 
zal and labour, by cunning, and all deceivable- 
ness of unrighteousness. Passing over a thousand 
deceptions practised on particular churches and 
individuals, did they not declare publicly and often 
repeat the solemn declaration, that between them 
and the orthodox there was no difference? When 
the difference was shown, did they not affirm that 
it was ouly verbal, and related to non-essentials}! 
When dangerous errors were specified did they 
not pledge themselves to conilemn the man against 
whom any one of them could be proven! 

When they were clearly proven did they not 
adopt them both in sentiment and Janguage, acquit 
the accused, and then turn round and publish an 
orthodox creed? Did they not go out from us and 
then. contrary toall truth call themselves us ? 

Did they not declare themselves a law-abidirg 
people and then refuse submission to the supreme 
court that condemned them?! Did they not call 
one of their public societies by a false name in 
order to gain money from the Presbyterians! 

But the text which stands at the head of this 
discourse reminds usof the benefit of heresies. “ For 
there must be also heresies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifest among 

ou 


He who has said, “ All things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose,” will overrule 
every event for his own glory and the good of Zion. 
Ifhe makes the wrath of man to pgaise him and 
restrains the remainder of wrath, so also he sets 
bounds to heresy, and suffers its progress no fur- 
ther than is neediul for the manifestation of his 
approved people. The Lord makes no heresy no 
more than he makes alchohol ; but he permits the 
devil to give the recipe, and wicked men to pre- 
pare the poison and then tries, who, in the church 
will choose and who will refuse the deadly potion. 

“Tf there arise among you a prophet, or a dream- 
er of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder 
and the sign or the wonder come to pass whereof 
he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other 
gods which thou hast not known and let us serve 
them; thou shalt not hearken unto that prophet, or 
that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God 
proveth you to know whether ye love the Lord 
your God with all your heart.” Our Lord said, 
‘ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing.” This implies that falsehood 
would be taught under great appearances of piety. 

False prophets and false christs with their signs 
and wonders are the fun in God’s hand, by which 
he will purge his floor. Deceivers sow the wind, 
and they reapa harvest of whiglwind which blows 
them away to their own place, and leads the church 
in purity and peaceand prosperity and safety. Many 
shall be purified and made white and tried, but the 
wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked 
shall understand but the wise shall understand. 

What a happy change has been produced in the 
Presbyterian Church! Her sinful slumbers have 
been broken! Her unhallowed alliances dissolved ! 
The best talents and energies of her ministry have 
been called out in defence of the gospel! The 
sword of the spirit has been drawn from the scab- 
bard, and successfully plunged into the hearts of 
the king’s enemies! The people of God have 
searched the Scriptures poured out their com- 
plaints and prayers at the throne of grace and be- 
come more knit together in love! ‘The doctrines 
of grace are more fully known, more extensively 
and thoroughly preached and published ; more felt, 
admired, loved! The spirit of missions has been 
re-kindled and now burns with a purer and brighter 
flame; while true revivals of religion have been ex- 
tensively enjoyed amidst all the dust and smoke 
and noise af the magicians who do so with their 
enchantments! ‘ Bless the Lord O my soul, and 
all that is within me bless his holy name”—“ bless 
the Lord UO my soul and forget not all his benefits.” 

Brethren, in this ecstacy of joy, let us not forget 
the time of our distress when we said, “ Turn us 
O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger to- 
wards us to cease’’—when we stood with aching 
hearts to hear what God the Lord would speak— 
when we heard with joy the answer. “He will 
speak peace unto his people”—and now let us hear 
and remember the solemn adimonition.—* Ler 
THEM NOT TURN AGAIN TO FOLLY.” 

That we may profit by this admonition let us 
attend seriously to the manner pointed out in the 
Scriptures for the treatment of heretics. And, 

1. If they go out from us because they are not of 
us, let them go, ‘To their own master they stand 
or fall. Being no longer of our communion we 
have no power over them by way of discipline. So 
far as any hope remains of the reformation of 
any—we should not forget that the conversion 
ofa sinner from error is the salvation of a soul 
from death, 

In order to produce that conviction which leads 
to reform, a conscientious non-intercourse must be 
maintained as to Christian’ fellowship, whilst all 
personal kindness, consistent with faithful warning 
and teaching, should be maintained. 

2. When heretics, will not go out — must be 
admonished, once, twice; and if they still continue 
to propagate error, they must be rejected. It has 
been usual for heretics to hang on the bosom of the 
church with great apparent love and submission 
while they were conscious of numerica] weakness, 
—but in every period of conscious strength they 
have turned like a viper upon that bosom and have 
lorded it over God’s heritage. Sometimes they 
have met with unexpected defeat, after the exercise 
of temporary adventitious power, and then again 


and then as publicly taught—“'That God has not’ they are all mildness and love. On this subject 


the doctrine 


the voice of experience sounds the note of caution. 
But the voice of revelation speaks louder and with 
more clearness and decision, “Beware of false 
ts that come to you in sheep's clothing.” 
“ Whosoever tranagresseth and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Chgiat, bath not God: he that abideth in 
| hrist he hath both the Father and 
the Son. Ifthere come any unto you and bring 
not thie doctrine receive him not into your house 
neither bid him God speed ; tor he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of his evil decds.” Those 
who cause offences and divisions contrary to the 
doctrine of Christ, are to be avoided even if they 
should du signs and wonders. | 
The directions given respecting the trial of 
spirits—the example and commandment of Paul— 
and the letters of Christ directed to the Churches 
in Asia, all-prove the duty and power of the church 
in the rejection of false teachers. The church of 
Ephesus was commended for having tried and con- 
demned false aposties and the church of Thyatira 
was blamed for suffering Jezebel to teach and 
seduce the servants of Christ. Against her the 
most awful judgments were threatened, and her 
children should be killed. 
3. In conclusion I must say, that notwithstand- 
ing the great deliverance which God has wrought 


be- | for us, our beloved church is not purified—the eanc- 


tuary is not yet cleansed—Our warfare it not yet 


accomplished. In some places the battle is now ” 


raging, in others it is not yet begun. 

We have however much less to fear from open 
war than seductive peace. 
consist not so much in the lion roar as in the ange- 
lic light—the good words and fair speeches which 
beguile the hearts of the simple. 

here is nothing more alarming at present than 
the counterfeit revivals of religion that are spring- 
ing up and spreading in every part of our country. 
If those who love the truth and in some measure 
know it, were sufficiently watchful and decided in 
the use of nothing but sound doctrine and Scrip- 
tural means all would be well. But alas? How 
many resort to unwarranted and dangerous expedi- 
ents and become co-workers with heretics! Against 
any such amalgamation we should bear our decided 
testimony. Let us not undervalue nor neglect but 
endeavour earnestly to promote true revivals of 
religion. Beware of counterfeits. They stand 
marked with false doctrine and unscriptural mea- 
sures. Multitudes who love excitement more than 
truth consider not that every plant that our heaven- 
ly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up. 
And now brethren I commit you to God and the word 
of his grace. 


From the Sunday-scboo! Journal. 
MEMOIR OF ‘THOMAS BECON. 
Tomas Becon was one of the most voluminous 


writers and active promoters of the reformation in 
England, though he does not seem to have had the 


spirit of martyrdom, as he subuhitted to Bonner's | Bea 


terms upon his apprehension in 1544. Leaving 
London, he remained in seclusjon until the acces- 
sion of Edward VI. During that interval he was 
employéd as a school-master, but} not merely as a 
teacher of human learning. “ Mine intent was,” 
he says, * by exercising the office of a school-mas- 
ter to engraft Christ and the knowledge of him in 
the breasts of those scholars, whom God should ap- 
point unto me to be taught.” Again he remarks: 
“ According to my talent, I brought up youth in the 
knowledge of good literature, and instilled into 
their breasts the elements and principles of Chri-t’s 
doctrine, teaching them to know their Lord and 
God, to believe in him, to fear and love him, and 
studiously to walk in his holy ways from their cra- 
dles, even to-the yielding up of their last breath. 
[ doubt not but Christ was so deeply graven in 
their hearts at that time, that he is not yet worn 
rs neither as I trust shall be so long as they 
ive. 

“ After I had spent a year and somewhat more 
in that country, in the virtuous education and 
bringing up of youth, I departed into Warwick- 


shire, where, in like manner as before, I freely en- | 


joyed the liberality of my sweet and dear friend, 
John Old, who, impelled by urgent causes, had re- 
moved into that country. There likewise I taught 
divers gentlemen’s sons, who I trust, if they live, 
will be ornaments to the public weal of England, 


both for the preferment of true religion, and for . 


the maintenance of justice.” 

Becon was a hearer and admirer of “ master La- 
timer” in the University of Cambridge, and wae 
specially indebted to him under God for his early 
perception of spiritual light. His attentiveness is 
an example to youths of sixteen. 

“I was sometime,” he relates, “a poor scholar 
of Cambridge, very desirous to have the kuow- 
ledge of good letters: and in the time of my being 
there this godly man preached many learned and 
Christian sermons, both in Latin and English, at 
all of which for the most part I was present ; and 
although at the time I was buta child of sixteen 
years old, yet I noted his doctrine as well as I 
could, partly reposing it in my memory, partly 
committing it to writing, as letters are the most 
faithful treasurers to the memory. Oh how vehe- 
ment was he in rebuking all sins, namely idolatry, 
false and idle swearing, covetousness, and licen- 
tious living! Again, how sweet and pleasant were 
his words in exhorting unto virtue! He spake no- 
thing but it left as it were certain stings in the 


hearts of the hearers which moved them to con- | Georgi 


sent tohis doctrine. None, except they were stiff- 
necked and uncircumcised in heart, went away 
from his sermons who were not led intoa faithful 
repentance of their former lives, affected with 
high detestation of sin, and moved unto all godli- 
ness and virtue. NeitherdolI here relate how 
beneficial he was, according to his ability, to poor 
scholars and other needy people; so conformable 
was his life to his doctrine, so watered he with 
good deeds whatsoever he had planted with godly 
words. He so laboured earnestly both in word and 
deed to win and allure others unto the love of 
Christ’s doctrine and his holy religion, that there 
is a common saying which remains unto this day, 
‘When master Stafford read, and master Latimer 
preached, then was Cambridge blessed.’ ” 


The depths of Satan | , 


Of this Stafford, or Stavert, one of Becon’s edi- | 


tors says, that he ‘* was fellow of Pembroke-hall in 
Cambridge, a reader of divinity, who lectured on 
the Scriptures. He was very attentive to his du- 
ties as a minister of the l. About 1528, there 
was one of great fame for his skill as a conjuror at 
Cambridge. This man fell sick of the plague. 
From compassion to his soul, Stafford ventured his 
own life by tisiting him, and reasoned with him 
upon his wicked life and practices till he was 
brought to repentance, and destroyed his books. 
Thus Stafford endeavoured to save that man’s 
soul, though he lost his own life by it, for he got 
the infection, went home, and died. Fox relates 
pu on the authority of bishops Ridley and Grin- 
dal.” 

Cranmer appointed Becon one of the six Protes- 
tant preachers in Canterbury, and he was also 
chaplain to the protector Somerset. He was after- 
wards stationed in London; and soon after the ac- 
cession of Queen Mary, was committed to the 
tower with Bradford and others, and kept in con- 
tinement for seven months. He died in Canter- 
bury about 1567. 

HOW WE SHOULD STUDY. 

Vincent Ferrier, who lived in the early part of 
the fifteenth century, in his treatise “on spiritual 
life,” gives this advice: * Do you desire to study 
to your advantege? Let devotion accompany all 
your studies, and study less to make yourself learned 
than to become a saint. Consult God more than 
your books, and ask him with humility to make you 
understand what you read. Study fatigues and 
drains the mind and heart. Go from time to time 
to refresh them at the feet of Jesus Christ under 
his cross. Some moments of repose in his sacred 
wounds give fresh vigour and new lights. Interrupt 
your application by short but fervent and ejacula- 
tory prayers; never begin or end your study bat by 
prayer. Science isa gift ofthe Father of lights; 


do not therefore consider it as barely the work of 
your own mind or industry.” 


Reported ftir the’ Presbyterian. 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Philadelphia, Moy 21,1840. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, met 
agreeably to‘appointment in ‘the Seventh Prexby- 
terian Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on 
Thursday the 2ist day of May, A. D. 1840, at 11 
o'clock, A. M.; and was opened with a Sermun by 
the Moderator of the last Assembly, the Rev. 
Joshua L. Wilson, D.D., from Ist Corinthians, xi. 
19: “For there must be also heresies among you, 
that they which are approved may be made mani- 


fest among | 
After lic worship, the Moderator took the 
chair, and the meeting was opened with prayer. 


The Permanent Clerk from the Stand.ng Com- 


persons present, have been duly appointed and are 
hereby enrolled as Commissioners to this General 
Assembly, viz: . 


ROLL OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY*— 


1. Synod of Albany. 
PRESBYTERIES. BISHOPs. RULING ELDERS. 
Londonderry, Thomas Savage, 
Newburyport, 
Ogdensburgh, John A. Savage, 
‘Troy, Reuben Smith, Robert D Silliman, 
ibany, James id, David Murrisun, 
Columbia, Alden Scovel, 
‘Ii. Synod of New York. 


udson, — Bull, Roswell M: ad. 
North River, Nath, S. Pri William Ster ing. 
Bedford, Wm. Patterson, Cakb Ruscee, 
Long Island, Hugh N, Wilson, 
Long Island 2d, Ezra King, Samuel B. Lee. 
New York, Gar. Spring, D.D., Hagh Auchmcloss, 

Ich. 8S. Spencer, Horace H 

New York 2d, J. J. Janeway, D.D. Wm. Steele, 


IH. Synod of New Jersey. 


Elizabethtown, Jose ph sory, John Littell. 
r Haris, 
New Brunswick, B.H. Rier, D.D, Fred. Richmend. 
Dan. V. Me 


Newtn, Ephraim Marsh. 
Susquehanna, George Printz, P m rn, 
Cakdonia, J. H. Kedimgwa, J. Lewis, 
Raritan, James Sevott, Wm 


IV. Synod of Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia, W.M. Engles, D.D. A. W. Mi 
H. A. Boardman, Charl-s Collins, 
Philadelphia 2d, John Mason, Is. Van Arteda 
West Jersey, Alex. Heberton, wm. B. 
New Castile, Alex Craw 
mes Latta, Rebert Chirk 
Baltimore, And. B.C Mich. 8, Baer. 
Carlisle, Alex. T. Magill, Sami. Hepburn, 
. S. H. Mac Akx. thom 
David Sterrett, Inase MeCord. 
Northuimbe ‘Phineas B. Marr, Jobn B. Boyd, 


V. Synod of Pittsburgh. 


Blairsville, James Graha John Cunningham, 
Red Stone, Ezekiel Quillin, Porter. 
Washingwon, Robt. M White, Thomas Orr, 
Ohio, A.D. Campbel Maleom Lerch, 
George Marsha Thomas Kiddoo, 
Al x John Core, Walter Lowre. 
Steubenville, H.G. Comingo, James D. Scott, 
St. Clairsville, A. F. Hanna. 
ver. aron Wi Nesbi 
New Lisbon, E. H, Nevin, . 
Erie, Absal. McCready, Wm. M. Francis. 
VI. Synod of Ohio, | 
Colum Hugh R. Price Saml. §. Denny. 
Johu A. Dunlop, Jaines H. Gill. 
Lancaster, James And-rson. Leonard P, 
Richland, James Rowland, 
Wuoster, Benj. 1. Lowe, 
VII. Synod of Cincinnati. 
Chilicothe, 
Miami, J. L. Belville, W. J. MeK 
Cineinaati, J. L. Wilson, D.D., David Lee. 
Oxford, John S. Weaver, Joseph Markle, 
Sydney, ‘Wm. MeGooken, Joseph Moody. 
VIII. Synod of Indiana, 
Salem, Wm. C. Anderson, 
Vincennes, 
Madison, E. D. MeMagter, 
Crawtordsville, Wm. A. Hulliday, 
Indiana polis, Joseph G. Muiifort, 
Logansport, Alex. Williamson, 
1X. Synod of Illinois. 
Kaskaskia Benj. F. Spilman, 
Schuyler, James Stafford, 
Palestine, 
X. Synod of Missouri. 
issouri, Jobn L. Yan 
St. Louis, Joho F. 
St. Charlies, Juseph Anderson, 
XI. Synod of Kentucky. 
Louisville Sylvester Scovel, ty Bergen. 
Muhlenburg, Win. D Jones, A. J. Melivame, 
Transylvama, B. Kobertson, 
West ington, Wm. H. Forsythe, 
benezer, David S. ‘Todd, Samuél Feemster. 
XII, Synod of Virginia. 
Abin 
Wm. G. Campbell, 
Lexington, Sainuce! Brown, Samuel Crawford, 
A. B, MeCork 


Winchester, John T. Cooku 

Dist. of Columbia, Eliphalet Busworth, James McKeunie. 

West Hanover, . 

East Hanover, John D. Matthews j 
XIII. Synod of North Carolina. 

A. D. Montgome 

Wm. MePhecters: D.D. 


Heetor McNeill, 
J. M. M. Caidwell, C. W. Harris, 


XIV. Synod of Tennessee. 


Fayrtteville, 
Concord, 


Holston, Sami. Y. Wyly, Wm. Deery, 
Weat Tennesse 

Nashville, James I, Helm, 

North Alabama, , 

Western District, Jeptha Harrison, James T. Leath. 


XV. Synod of South Carolina and Georgia. 


South Carolina, Edwin Cater. Joseph Whitner, 
Bethel, m. B. Davies, 
Harmony, Wm. Brearty, 
Charleston, J. H. ‘Thornwell, 
opewell, ord, 
lint River, a G. E. Thomas. 
XVI. Synod of Alabama. 
South Alabama, Wm. T. Hamilton, J.B, McJunkin, 
Tuscaloosa, Ficlds Bradshaw, 
Tombeckbee, 


XVIL Synod of Mississippi. 


Mississippi, 
Clinton, 
Arkansas, 
istana, 
Corresponding Bodies. 
General Association } Stephen Dodd, 
of Connecticut, T ‘ 


* This roll includes also the names of Commissioners, who 
were not enrolled by the Committre of Commissions—but upon 
their report were enrolled on the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, 

The committee further reported that the Rev. 
James Rowland of the Richland Presbytery, and 
Mr. A. G. McElvaine, a ruling elder of the Pres- 
bytery of Muhlenburg, are present without com- 
missions; that the Rev. Alden Scovel has presen- 
ted a commission from the Presbytery of Columbia, 
which Presbytery has been continued by a minori- 
ty, agreeably to the order of the last Assembly, 
(printed minutes, page 172,) that the Rev. Alex- 
ander Heberton and Mr. William B. Ewing, a rul- 
ing elder, have presented commissions from a new 
Presbytery called West Jersey; and that the Rev. 
James Scott and Mr. William Long, a ruling elder, 
have also presented commissions from a new Pres- 
bytery cailed Raritan. 

On motion, Messrs. Engles, Belville, and Denny 
were appointed a Committee of Elections, to whom 
were referred the cases of the Commissioners re- 
ported, but not enrolled by the Committee of Com- 
missions. 

A recess till 5 o’clock this afternoon. 

Thursday P. M. 5 o'clock. 

Assembly met. The minutes of this morning’s 
session were read and approved. ‘ 
The Committee of Commissions reported the fol- 
lowing additional Commissioners, viz. Messrs. Da- 
vid Morrison, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of 
Albany; Robert D. Silliman, a ruling elder from 
the Presbytery of Troy; William Steele, a ruling 
elder from the 2d Presbytery of New York; and 
John Littell, a ruling elder, from the Presbytery of 
Elizabeth Town; who were enrolled, | 
The Committee of Elections made a report, 
which was adopted as follows, viz: 

“ That they have examined the several oo” to 
them referred, and find that the Presbytery of West 
Jersey of the Synod of Philadelphia, and the Pres- 
bytery of Raritan of the Synod of New Jersey, are 
new Presbyteries formed since the last meeting of 
the Assembly, by the regular action of their re- 
spective Synods. They also find that the Presby- 


tery of Columbia, of the Synod of Albsny, has been 
continued, agreeably to the tion of As- 


mittee of Commissions, reported that ihe fo lowing - 
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sembly, by the minority-of the 
of whi 


of Wes Jeresy,.Raritan, and. Columbia be recog- 
nized by the and that the: following 
be enrolled, viz. Alexander Heber- 


tony Bion. hop, and. Wm. B. Ewing, ruling elder of 
the; Presbytery, of _West Jerseys James Scott, 
‘Bishop, William Long, ruling clder of the 
of Raritan, and Alden Scovel, Bishop 
ofthe Presbytery of Columbia. . 
It has aleo appeared to the Committee, that 
Ps of the. Presbytery, of 
, issioner to 
4 
Presbytery of 


9 misiaid his commission; and 
J. McElvaine, Ruling £lder of the 
Bows of Muhlenburg, had been appointed a 
Comanigsioner, hot that the Clerk of his Presby- 
tery had neglected to transmit him his commis- 
‘sion ; the mittee therefore. recommend that 
James Rowland, moe of the Presbytery of Rich- 
Jand, and. Andrew, J. McElvaine, Ruling Elder, of 
the Presbytery of Mublenburg, be enrolled as 
of Assembly.” 

The Rev. William. M. Engles, D.D., was elect- 
ed Moderator; and the Rev. Sylvester Scovel, 
‘Temporary. Clerk. | 
FS 24 capes was presented by the Stated Clerk, 

read, 

The printed}minutes of the last Assembly were 
presented, and distributed to the members. 

_ Qn motion of Mr. Matthews, 

Resolved, That it be a standing rulc of this body, 
that the Permanent Clerk, annually, cause to be print- 
‘ed (for the use, of the members, a number of copies of 
the Roll, not exceeding 500—as soon as practicable, 
after the appointment of the Standing Committees. 

A letter was received from the Synod of Ulster, 
which was read; and it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of Correspondence be 
appointed; and that the aforesaid Ictter be referred to 
that Committee to be answered. 

A letter wes received from the United Associ- 
ate Synod of the Secession Church of Scotland, 
which was read; and referred to the Committee 
of Correspondence. f 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning at nine 
o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 

. » | Friday morning, May 22d, 9 o'clock. 

_ The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The roll was called; and the minutes of the last 
Session read and approved. 

Additional Commissioners were reported and en- 
rolled, viz. 


PRESBYTERIES ‘BISHOPS. ELDERS. 
Blairsville, J. Cunningham. 
Washington, : Thos. Orr. 
Crawfordsville, W. A. Holliday, 

West. District, _ James T. Leath. 
Harmony, - ‘Wm. Brearley, 


‘The Moderator announced the following Com- 
mittees, viz’: 

On Bills and Overtures—Mesers. Spring, Rice, 
Prime, Safford, A. Scovellz Yantis, Lowrie, P. 8. 
Smith, B. C. Jones, W. Harris. 

Gompeall, ©. Anderson,” Wil 

7 AD. . C. Anderson, Wil- 
ei Marsh, Hepburn, McJunkin, Holden, 
On Leave of Absence—Meesrs. Cater, McNeill, 
Cowan, R. 


Smith, Bergen. 
<n Mileage— Messrs. Mitchell, Steele, Craw- 


cer, Redington. 

On the Narrative of the State of Religion— 
Messrs. Boardman, MacMaster, Matthews, Mon- 
fort, Moody. 

On Foreign Correspondence—Messrs. Jane- 
way, Thornwell, Magill, J. Scott, Auchincloss. 

On Synodical Records. 
Bull, Patterson, Roscoe. 
New York—Messrs. Cory, Irwin, Richinond. 
New Jersey— Messrs. Hamilton, McDonald, 


Boyd. 
Philadelphia — Graham, Williams, 


Latta, J. A. Dunlap, 
ee. 

Ohio— Messrs. Belvitle, Spilman, Markle. 

Cincinnati—Mesars. S. Scovel, Joseph Ander- 
son, Farmster. 

ndiana—Messrs. Wm. D. Jones, Todd, Porter. 

Illinois—Meesrs. W.Campbell, Rowland, Nesbit. 

Missouri—Messars. McGooken, Stafford, A. J. 
McIlvaine. 

Kentucky—Messrs. Lowe, McCready, McCord. 
 Virginia— Messrs. Mason, R. Dunlap, Whitner 
Carolina—Messrs. Stanton, Bradshaw, 

ry. 
Tennessee— Messrs. Davies, Caldwell, Cookus. 

South Carolina and Georgia—Messars. Harri- 
son, Roberteon, Hanna. 
Forsyth, James Anderson, 

wing. 

*Mississippi— Messrs. Marr, Core, Roscoe. 

A letter was received from the Congregational 
Union of England and Wales, together with co- 

ies of their minutes and missionary reports. The 
etter was read, and on motion, it was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence: and 
the accompanying documents were referred to 
Messrs. O. Harris, Printz, and Sterling, who were 
imstructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a Library for the use of the General As- 
sembly. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That it be a standing rule of this body, 
that the Stated Clerk shall annually forward eight co- 
pies cach, of the Minutes of the General Assembly, 
and of the Annual Reports of the several Boards of 
the Gencral Assembly, to each of the ecclesiastical bo- 
dies with which the Assembly is in correspondence. 


A letter from the Hon. John Sergeant to the 
Stated Clerk was presented and read, and on mo- 
tion it was ordered to be inserted in the minutes. 

It is as follows, viz: 


June 3, 1839. 
Rev. and Dear Sir—I have received your note 
of this date, and the accompanying extract from 
the Minutes of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
rian Church in the United States of America. 

ou may readily believé how much we must be 
gratified by the resolutions which relate to us who 
were counsel, in the late interesting trial, for the 
General Assembly, and to the character in gene- 
ral of the profession to which we belong. For 
myself, [ can truly say, that nothing has occurred 
‘jn the course of my professional life for which | 
feel more thankful, than that my health and 
strength were sufficiently restored to enable me 
to take some part in the case, and to entitle me to 
participate with my colleagues in the kind expres. 
sions of the reverend and respected gentlemen 

whose resolutions you have transmitted to us. 
pleased to accept for them my earnest wishes that 
their labours for the good of their fellow men, may 
always be crowned with like success. 
Yours, very truly Joun Serseant. 
Rev. Dr. McDowell, Stated Clerk Gen. Assem. 


The calling for Synodical records to be put into 
the hands of the respective committees, was made 
the order of the day for this ‘afternoon at 3} 
o'clock. 

A memorial from the Presbytery of Tombeck- 


beé, in relation to a proposed division of their Pres-| - 


bytery and to its boundary lines, was received and 
read; and referred to Messrs. Mitchell, Harrison, 
‘and Bradshaw. 
* The Permanent Clerk reported the followin 


items of Judicial .business, viz: An appeal a 
complaint of W. J, Frazer against the Synod of 
Tilinois; of the First yterian church 


of Peoria, against the Synod of Illinois ; com- 
aint of the charch of Crab-apple against the 
of. Pittsburgh; a complaint of the 
tery of Blairsville against the Synod of Pittsburgh ; 
which were refetred to the Judicial Committee. 
Mesera: Savage, R. Smith, and Mead, were 
appointed a committeeto report a standing rule in 
respect to the order of receiving the annual re- 
ba of the several Boards of the General Assem- 


~<A memorial from the tery of Baltimore in 
relation to the paties of the Stated Clerk wag_re- 
ceivedand read; and on motion, it was laid on the 


af ical ‘emi 
oy 
y| 


majority bas 
tecognized 7. te Synod. of Albany. The anneal report of the Directors of the Un 
recommend that the P teries inary was ted, read, appro- 
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church. 


table 
The annual report of the Directors of the West- 


Mew nald, Heberton, an 


ved, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix. 

A communication from the Presbytery of New- 
‘buryport, in relation to the directions of the leet 
Aseembly, (printed minutes, page 172,) respecting 
their connexion with the General Assembly, was 
‘received, read, and referred to Messrs. R. Smith, 
J. D. Scott, and Marshall. 

The consideration of the subject of appointing 
a Professor of Oriental Literature and Biblica 
Criticism of the Western Theological Seminary, 
was made the order of the day for Monday next 

e Stated Clerk made a report in relation to 
the publication of all the minutes of the Presbyte- 
rian church, whereupon, it was 

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be continued as a 
Committee on the publication of all the minutes of the 
Supreme Judicatory of the Presbyterian Church, from 
its origin in the United States, and that he have the 
same published as speedily as possible, provided it can 
be done without involving the funds of the Assembly 
in any expense, and provided also, that the Stated 
Clerk first offer the publication aforesaid to the Board 
of Publication, to be published by said Board, or de- 
clined, as to them may seem expedient. 

The annual report of the Treasurer of the Trus- 
tees of the General Assembly was presented, ap- 
proved, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix. 

The Treasurer’s Book of accounts was presented 
and laid on the table. 

The reception of Presbyterial narratives of the 
‘State of Religion, was made the order of the day 
for to-morrrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

A letter was received from the Rev. John 
McDowell, D.D., tendering his resignation of the 
office of Stated Clerk; and on motion it was re- 
ferred to Messrs. Rice, Cross, and Mitchell. 

Adjourned til! this afternoon at 5 o'clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 


Friday afternoon, 5 o'clock. 
- Assembly met, and opened with prayer. The 
minutes of last session were read and approved. 

The Committee of Commissions reported an ad- 
ditional commission, viz. James McKenzie, ruling 
elder from the Presbytery of the District of Co- 
lumbia, who was enroiled. 

The Committee on the Annual Report of the 
Western Theological Seminary, reported; and on 
their motion, the Report of the Board was approved 
and ordered to be printed in the appendix. 

The subject of the boundary line between the 
Synods of Alabama and Mississippi, (see printed 
minates of last Assembly, pp. 165 and 176,) was 
taken up and referred to the Committee on the 
memorial from the Presbytery of Tombeckbee. 

A communication was received from Rev. James 
W. Alexander, requesting to be excused from serv- 
ing on the Committee to revise the Psalms and 
Hymns, The request was granted; and the Rev. 
George Potts, D. D., was appointed a member of 
the Committee. 

It was resolved that the next General Assembly 
be requirdd to meet at Philadelphia. 

‘The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported 
Overtures Nos. 1—6, as follows, viz : 

No. 1, from Mr. Wm. Ladd, President and 
General Agent of the American Peace Society, 
asking to be heard before the Assembly on the 
subject of Peace. With a resolution that Mr. Ladd 
be heard this afterfoon. 

No. 2. Presbytery of Miami on the subject of the 
&ppointment of Deacons. 

0. 3. A Petition from the Elders and Deacons 
of the church of St. Charles. 

No. 4. A communication from the Apple Creek 


No. 5. The memorial of a Convention of certain 
ministers and elders of the Synod of Missouri— 
also a memorial from the Presbytery of St. Charles. | 

No. 6. A communication from the Rev. R. R. 
Gurley, General Agent of the Ameriean Coloniza- 
tion Society. . 

The report being under consideration, 

No. 1. was laid on the table. 

No. 2. was considered, till the Assembly ad- 
journed. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Saturday morning, May 23d, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

The Committee of Commissions reported addi- 
tional commissioners, viz. Rev. ‘Thomas Galt, from 
the Presbytery of Sangamon; and John B. Hart,a 
ruling elder from the Presbytery of West Hanover, 
who were enrolled. 

The minutes of the last session were read and 
approved. 

On motion, it was resolved that the calling of the 
roll be dispensed with until otherwise ordered. 

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business 
of yesterday, viz. the report of the Committee of 
Billa and Overtures. No. 2 was further considered, 
and the resolution was amended and adopted as 
follows, viz: 

That it be enjoined upon all the Presbyteries 
under the care of the General Assembly, to take 
such order on this subject as shall secure the ap- 
pointment of deacons in all the churches, with the 
exception of those in which it is impracticable from 
the paucity of male members. 

Overture No. 3 was referred to Messrs. R. M. 
White, Comingo, Helm, W. S. White, and Brown. 

No. 4 was referred to Messrs. Yantis, Marshall, 
and Kerr. 

No. 5 was put on the docket. 

No. 6 was read and laid on the table. 

The order of the day was taken up, and the 
narratives of the Presbyteries on the state of reli- 
gion were received and put into the hands of the 
Committee on the narrative. : 

The Judicial Committee reported the appeal of 
W. J. Fraser, against the Synod of Illinois, in or- 
der—which was made the order of the day for 
Monday morning at 9 o’clock. 

On motion of D. V. McLean, it was 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Trustees of 
the General Asecmbly be, and he is hereby requested 
to present a special report, during the sessions of the 
present Assembly, showing the whole amount of re- 
ceipts and expenditures in the recent law-suit in which 
the Assembly has been involved, specifying the amount 
paid by each Presbytery, and by individuals and con- 
gregations towards the special fund. 

And that he also report those Presbyteries which 
have fuiled to make any contribution to this fund. 


The Committee on the order in which the an- 
nual reports of the Assembly’s Boards shal! be re- 
ceived, reported the following order, which was 
adopted, viz: 

‘l'uesday morning, 10 o’clock, Board of Foreign 
Missions. 

Wednesday morning, 10 o'clock Board of Do- 
mestic Missions. 

Thursday morning, 10 o’clock, Board of Edu- 
cation. 

Friday morning, 10 o’clock, Board of Publication. 

The Committee on the devotional exercises of 
Wednesday next, made a report, which was adop- 
ted as follows, viz: 

1. Invocation and reading the Scriptures by the 
Moderator. 

2. Psalmody by Mr. R. Smith, 

3. Address by Mr. J. A. Savage. 
4. ne by Mr. S. Scovel, 

5. Psalmody by Mr. Punderson, 
6. Address by Mr. Dodd, 

7. Pealmody by Graham, 

8. Address by Mr. Thornwell, 

9. Prayer by Mr. Spencer. 

10. Psalmody by Dr. McPheeters, 
11. Doxology and Benediction, by Dr. Jane- 
way. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That Messrs. Thornwell, Bradshaw, A. 
D. Campbell, Thomas, and Holden, be a special Com- 
mittee to report on the causes of ministerial ineffi- 
ciency, and to su for the action of this body, such 
measures for the remedy of the evil, as to may 
seem consistent with the word of God. 

A special report from the Trustees of the Gene- 
ral Assembly respecting the limit of their powers 
was received, read, and referred to Messrs. Spring, 
Lowrie, and Hepburn. 

The Committee to whom were referred the 
documents received from the Congregational 
Unien of England and Wales; and who were 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


library, Board of Publication bad commenced 
such report would always accessible. 


he report: adopted, and it wes red, that 
the aforesaid be distribwted 
viz: 
Copy of the minutes to the Green Library at 
Princeton; one to the Library of the Board of 
Publication; and one to the Library of the Board 
of Foreign Missions; and one copy of, the Report 
on Missions to the Board of Missions, and one copy 
to the Board of Foreign Missions. - 

An invitation was received from the Inspectors 
of the Eastern State Penitentiary of Pennsylva- 
nia, to visit that Institution, which was accepted. 

And then the Assembly adjourned till Monday 
}morning at 9 o'clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Monday morning, May 25, 9 o'clock. 

Assembly met: opened with prayer. 

The Committee of Commissions reported an ad- 
ditional Commissioner, viz: Charles L. Francisco, 
a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Lexington ; 
who was enrolled. 

The minutes of last session were read and ap- 


proved. 

The Judicial Committee reported in order Nos. 
2 and 4 viz: 

No. 2. A complaint of several members of the 
church of Crab-apple against the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh, in reversing a decision of the Presbytery of 
St. Clairsville in reference to the organization of 
a church in the town of New Athens. 

No. 4. A complaint of the Presbytery of Blairs- 
ville against the Synod of Pittsburgh, in reference | 
to the condemnation or non-approval of the deci- 
sion of said Presbytery, made October 2d, 1839, 
on an Overtyre, in the following words: “To 
whom belongs the right of deciding when an ad- 
dition to the Session is necessary, and how many 
are to be added 

Which were put on the docket. 

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day, viz: The complaint of W. S. Fraser against 
the Synod of Illinois, for confirming the sentence 
of the Presbytery of Kaskaskia, by which he was 
suspended frum the Gospel ministry. 

he documents in the case were read. 

The original parties were heard—until 

The Assembly adjourned. 

Concluded with prayer. 


. Monday, P. M. 34 o'clock. 

The Assembly met: opened with prayer. 

The order of the day was postponed, and the 
Assembly resumed the consideration of the appeal 
of W. J. Frazer against the Synod of Illinois. 
The original parties were further and fully heard. 

And then the Assembly adjourned. 

Concluded with prayer. . 


- Tuesday morning, May 26,9 o'clock. 
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 
On motion, the roll was called, and the absen- 

tees marked. 

The minutes of the last two sessions were read 
and approved. 

An additional] Commissioner was reported, viz: 
Mr. Michael S. Baer, a ruling elder from the Pres- 
bytery of Baltimore, who was enrolled. 

A communication was received from the Gene- 
ral Conference of Maine, inviting a correspond- 
ence with this Assembly, which was referred tu 
Messrs. McPheeters, Doolittle, and Sterret. 

The Judicial! Committee reported in order, Judi- 
cial business, No. 3, viz: An appeal and com- 
plaint of Samuel Lowrie, with regard toa deci- 
sion of the Synod of Illinois, refusing to sustain 
his complaint against the Presbytery of Peoria, for 
recognizing a second church in the town of Peo- 
ria. Which was put on the Docket. 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported 
Overture No. 7, viz: A petition from certain min- 
isters and elders in the State of Michigan. Which 
was put on the Docket. 

The Committee to whom was referred the com- 
munication from Dr. John McDowell, resigning 
the office of Stated Clerk of the General Assem- 
bly, presented the following report, which was 
unanimously adopted, viz : 

“That, although the reason assigned by Dr. 
McDowell for his resignation is qaite sufficient ; 
yet, as he has long and faithfully performed the 
duties of the office, and is well acquainted with al] 
the routine of business belonging to said office, he 
be requested to withdraw his resignation; provi- 
ded he can do s9 consistently with the paramount 
duties of a pastor.” 

The Committee on leave of absence reported 
that they had given leave to Mr. Holden to be ab- 
sent from the remaining sessions of the Assembly 
after to-day. 

The Committee to whom was referred the special 
report of the Board of Trustees made « report, which 
was put on the docket. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was re- 
sumed, viz. the appeal of W. J. Fraser against the 
the Synod of Illinois The Synod were heard in 
exp!anation of their decision, until 

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day; when 

The annual report of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions was presented and read by their Correspond- 
Secretary. Addresses were made, and the report 
was committed to Messrs. McGill, McMaster, and 
Whitner. 

And then the Assembly adjourned till this after- 
noon at 34 o clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 


, P. M., 34 o'clock. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

The minutes of the last session were read and 
approved. 

The reception of reports on Synodical records 
was made the order of the day for Thursday morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock. 

The election to fill vacancies in the Board of 
Foreign Missions, was made the order of the day 
fur to-morrov morning at 9 o'clock. 

Overture No. 5 was taken up and referred to 
Messrs. Hamilton, Spencer, and Latta. 

The unfinished business of this morning was 
resumed, viz: The appeal of W. J. Frazer against 
the Syriod of Illinois, The Synod were further 
and fully heard. The roll was called, that each 
member of the Assembly might have an opportu- 
nity of expressing his opinion on the case, until 

The Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 


Wednesday morning, May 27, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

The minutes of the Jast session were read and 
approved. 

he Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day, viz: The election to fill vacancies in the 
Board of Foreign Missions. Tie ballots were com- 
mitted to Messrs. Cowan and Yantis. 

The annual report of the Directors of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton was presented, read, 
‘and referred to Messrs. W. S. White, Bosworth, 
and Baer; who were also instructed to make a 
nomination of persons to fill vacancies in the Board 
of Directors. 

Messrs. Donald, Heberton, and Grier were ap- 
pointed a committee to nominate persons to fill 
vacancies in the Board of Directors of the West- 
ern Theological Seminary. 

The annual report of the Trustees of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton, was presented, 
read, and accepted, and ordered to be printed in 
the Appendix; and it was 

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, be authorized to draw from 
the Trustees of the General Assembly, the sum ne- 
cessary to pay the Professors’ salaries, provided there 
be sulheient available funds in the Treasury. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter 
of the General Conference of the State of Maine,. 
on the subject of Ecclesiastical C ence, 
made the following report, which was adopted, 
viz: | 

Although the subject referred to the Committee 
has respect only to one ecclesiastical Body, yet 
your committee are of opinion that the action of 
the Assembly in the premises, whatever that ac- 
tion may be, will naturally involve princ:ples bear- 
ing on every similar case. 

hile, therefore, your committee are of opinion 
that there is no ecclesiastical body in the land 
with which the Assembly could more profitabl 
and cordially correspond end fraternize, than wit 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. ° 


with offier churches at home and abroad, is one in 
some of its aspecta, at least, of much interest, and 


re g which there exists considera ble diver- 

our committee respectfu a, recommend that 
the communication from the General Conference 
of Maine be laid on the table, subject to the call 
of any member of the house, and with the under- 
standing that when called up, the whole subject 

Ecclesiastical Correspondence, will, on motion, be 
open for discussion, and for the action of the As- 


sembly. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Wx. MoPuererers, Chairmen. 
The Committee of Correspondence reported a 
letter to the United Associate Synod of the Seces- 
sion church of Scotland, which was read, adopted, 
and ordered to be signed by the Moderator and 
— Clerk, and transmitted by the Stated 

erk. 

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the 
day; when the annual report of the Board of Mis- 
sions was presented, and read by their Co . 
ing Secretary. Addresses were made; and the 
report was committed to Messrs. Rowland, R. Dun- 
lap and Hart. 

The cotnmittee to count the ballots for persons 
to fill vacancies in the Board of Foreign Missions, 
reported; when it appeared that the following are 


elected for four years, viz : i 
Ministers. Laymen. 
George Junkin, D.D. D.C. Campbell. 
Thomas L. Janeway. John Henderson. 
George W. Janvier. Joseph H. Lumpkin. 
John Johnston. William Mcllvain. 


William McDonald. 
Benjamin McDowell. 
Thomas McKeen. 
George Morris. 

John Marphy. 
Matthew Newkirk. 
Frederick Nash. 
Eugenius A. Nesbit. 
Peter Sken Smith. 


Joseph H. Jones. 

John M. Krebs. 

Aaron W. Leland, D.D. 
John McDowell, D.D. 
Joseph McElroy, D.D. 
Wm. McPheeters, D.D. 
Samuel Miller, D.D. 
Nicholas Murray. 
George W. Musgrave. 
W. W. Phillips, D.D. C. K. Stribling. 
J. J. Janeway, D.D. Joseph Patterson. 


And then the Assembly adjourned till this after- 
noon at 34 o'clock. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Wednesday, P. M. 3} o'clock. 

The Aesembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

The Assembly engaged in the devotional exer- 
cises appointed for this afternoon, in the order pre- 
sented, with the exception that an additional ad- 
dress was made, upon invitation from the Assem- 
bly, by the Rev. John Dunmore Lang, D.D., senior 
minister of the Presbyterian church, in Sydney, 
New South Wales. After which, 

The Committee of Correspondence reported a 
letter to the Synod of Ulster; whieh was read, 
adopted, and ordered to be signed by the Mode- 
rator and Permanent Clerk, and tranamitted by the 
Stated Clerk. 

It was resolved that one copy of the volume en- 
titled the Presbyterian Church Case, be transmit- 
ted to the Synod of Ulster, and one copy to the 
gq Associate Synod of the Church of Scot- 
and, 

The Committee on Psalmody made a report, 
which was accepted, and the committee was con- 
tinued. And it was ordered that the report be 
printed in the Appendix, 

The Committed of Bills and Overtures, reported 
Overtures No. 8 and 9. 

No. 8, Memorials from the Presbyteries of Lou- 
isville and Salem. Which was put on the Docket. 

No. 9, On the subject of Deacons. Which was 
puton the Docket. 

And then the Assembly took a recess till eight 
o'clock this evening. 

Concluded with prayer. 

Wednesday, P. M., 8 o'clock. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

The minutes of the last session were read and 
approved. 

The unfinished business was resumed, viz: The 
appeal of W. J. Frazer against the Synod of Illi- 
nois. The Synod were further and fully heard, 
The roll was called, that each member of the As. 
sembly might have an opportunity of expressing 
his opinion on the case, until 

The Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 o'clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 
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Txams— Three Dollars if paid within six months, o: 
Two Dollars and Fifty Cents in advance. 


ApoLtocy.—The Editor of the Presbyterian 
had designed, to the best of his ability, to have 
given, in addition to the minutes of the Assembly, 
a sketch of proceedings ; but his election to the 
post of Moderator, has precluded the attempt, and 
must likewise be hie apology for want of usual 
attention to the editorial department. 


Genera Assemsty.—Thus far the General 
Assembly has displayed in all their business, a 
spirit of harmony and fraternal affection extremely 
pleasing and refreshing. Much talent, both from 
the Clergy and Ruling Elders, has been elicited, 
and the debates on the subject of the office of Dea- 
con, and the speeches delivered at the Anniver- 
saries of the several Boards were particalarly in- 
structive and impressive. 


Tue Hurricane in Mississipei1.—As faras we 
have received them, we have inserted in our sec- 
ular department, the particulars of the awful visi- 
tation which has desolated one of our American 
cities. No one, we should think, can reflect on 
the event, without awe of the terrible majesty of 
God. The Christian knows the design of such 
occurrences, and unbelievers should, as they trace 
the scene of the sweeping tornado, reflect how 
swiftly the mighty God whom they provoke may 
overwhelm them with destruction. 

We have alluded to this afflictive, providence, 
that we may insert the following letter from our 
esteemed brother Winchester, the pastor of the 
Presbyterian church in Natchez. We hope his 
estimate of the loss of life and property may prove 
to be too high. 


Natchez, May 8th, 1840. 

Dear Brother—We have just experienced the 
most awful hurricane you can well imagine. Our 
whole city is in ruins. It commenced yesterday 
about 1 o’clock, and raged for half an hour. 

The two gable ends of my house (brick) fell out 
and we were exposed“to the pelting rain. There 
is scarcely a whole house in town. At least 300 
lives are supposed tu be Inst. All our hotels are 
demolished, and many buried beneath their ruins, 
Hundreds are now digging among the ruins of the 
houses fur the dead a dying. Seventy or eighty 
flat boats, with all their crews and car are 
lost. Natchez “under the hill” is literally swept 
into the river. 

The steeple of my church, with the town clock, 
fell, and now lies a heap of ruins in the street. The 
China-trees are torn up by the roots, and the streets 
so blocked up as scarcely to be passable. The 
Methodist church isin ruins. The theatre is pros- 
trate. My family are all mercifully preserved, 
though my house is untenantable, and we have 
taken shelter under the roof of a more favoured 
neighbour. The distress is beyond description. 
All business is suspended, and the whole city is in 
mourning. 

Those in the streets were taken up by the wind 
and carried severa] squares, and dashed against 
houses or the ground. Many were thus killed. 

Bricks, sheets of zinc, slates, and shingles flew 
through the air like the leaves of a book. The 
forest now presents only broken and bare trunks of 


lishing a library for the use of the Assembly, re- 
Gorted that it te inexpedient to establish such a 


the General Conference of Maine, yet as the 
whole question which relates to 


trees, 
The oldest residents never witnessed such a tor- 


nado. More than seventy bodies were buried to- | 
The scene beggarsali description. 
Property to the amount of two milhona is aup. 
posed to be destroyed. Poor Natchez has re 
the scourge of fire, pestilence, and storm, in addi- 
tion to its pecuniary distress, which alone is almost 
enough to crush it. 

You will doubtless see more detailed accounts 


of | in the papers. Dear brother pray fur us, and praise 


the Lord for our deliverance. 
In haste, I am truly yours, er 
8. G. WINCHESTER. 


For the Presbyterian. 
THE OFFICE OF DEACON.—No. I. 


When the Lord Jesus had finished his ministry 
on earth, he made provision for the complete or- 
ganization of his Church, that he might have “a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

His own personal ministry of nearly three years 
continuance, was performed under the levitical 
economy. During this time he conformed his 
conduct, and enjoined it upon his disciples to yield 
implicit obedience to the ceremonial law. “The 
scribes and pharisees sit in Moses’ seat; all there- 
fore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 
and do:” Matt. xxiii. 2,3. And he himself com- 
manded individuals, under rticular circum- 
stances, to offer the appointed. sacrifices of the 
ceremonial law. 

The first act of the Saviour, by which the leviti- 
cal economy was, in the smallest particular, invali- 
dated, and the new dispensation incipiently intro- 
duced, was the institution of the Lord’s Supper, at 
the close of the Jast passover, and the very night 
on which he was betrayed, which constituted the 
final act of his ministry. The change then pri- 
vately authorised was not fully developed till the 
day of Pentecost. But the Great King and Head 
of Zion, at that time, distinctly intimated to his 
disciples, the change of dispensation which was 
about to take place. And afier his resurrection 
from the dead, either by his own immediate au- 
thority, or by power delegated to his apostles, he 
made full provision for the complete organization 


he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men; and he gave some apos- 
tles and some prophet&, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers Jor the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ.” Eph. ii. 8. 11, 12. 

All the offices and institutions of the new_dis- 
pensation were not established and put into opera- 
tion at its first opening, but introduced, by the in- 
spired apostles, as circumstances demanded their 
aid. Hence in the 6th chapter of the Acts, we 
have an account of the occasion and object of the 


Church. 
“ And in those days, when the number of the dis- 


the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their 
widows were neglected in the daily ministrations. 
Then the twelve called the multitude of the dis- 
ciples, and said, it is not reason that we should 
leave the word of God and serve tables. Where- 
fore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men 
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom, whom we may appoint over this business; but 
we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the word. And the saying 
pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Ste- 
phen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, 
and Philip, &c., whom they set before the apostles, 
and when they had prayed, they laid their hands 
on them.” 

Here we have a very explicit statement of the 
original institution of the office of Deacon in the 
Christian Church. Though done by the apostles, 
it is of no Jess authority, because they were fully 
authorized to complete the organization of the 
Church; and the Iioly Ghost, in this, a3 in every 
other case, set the seal of his approbation upon 
their act. 

But it is not the design of the present investiga- 
tion, to establish the divine authority of this insti- 
tution, nor to prove that it was designed to bea 
perpetual office in the Church. These points could 
be most satisfactorily established by a reference to 
the subsequent writings of the inspired apostles. 
But with this fact in view, it will be sufficient for 
Presbyterians that the “ Form of Government” 
which they have adopted, as they believe, in per- 
fect accordance with the word of God, declares 
that * The ordinary and perpetual officers in the 
Church are Bishops or Pastors; the representa- 
tives of tHe people, usually styled Ruling Elders 
and Deacons.” (See Form of Government, chap. III. 
Sec. II.) And again, “ Every congregation shall 
elect persons to the office of Ruling Elder, and to the 
office of Deacon, or either of them, in the mode 
most approved and in use in that congregation.” 
(Chap. Sec. 

But the design of this series of essays will be 
to ascertain 

The nature and design of the office of Deacon: 
and to point out 

The necessary qualifications for that office. 

In regard to the first topic, we have the most 
explicit information in the 6th of Acts, already 
quoted. Itappears that at the commencement of 
the new dispensation, the aposties themselves 
acted as the almoners of the bounty of the church. 
While the number of believers was small, and, 
of course, the number of the poor still smaller, 
they were able to perform this service, without 
seriously infringing upon the appropriate duties of 
their office. 

But when in the course of a few weeks from the 
day of Pentecost, the number of disciples was 
vastly multiplied, and whole estates were volun- 
tarily poured into the treasury of the Lord, and 
multitudes of poor saints, particularly destitute 
widows and their orphan children, were necessa- 
rily thrown, by the enmity of the world to the 
cross, on the charity of the church, it is obvious 
that this important service demanded the special 
attention of some competent men, who should be 
exclusively, or at least, principally devoted to this 
“ labour of love.” : 

From the circumstances of the case, and the 
divine record of the institution, already referred 
to, it is obvious to remark 

1. That the office of deacon confers no power or 
authority in regard to the government of the 
church. This important prerogative is entrusted 
to the pastors and elders. They, and they alone, 
are the constituted rulers of ’s house. The 
admission of members, the discipline of the irreg- 
ular, and the exclusion of the unhumbled and con- 
tumacious is their appropriate duty, in which the 
deacons have no voice. 

But their business lies in another sphere; in 
its place equally honourable and important, and 
in the faithful discharge of which they may “ pur- 
chase to themselves a good degree, and great 
ness in the faith, which is in Christ Jesus.” 

But while this remark is made, in order to de- 
fine the true limits of the deacon’s office, the 
fault of the present age is not that the deacuns 
exceed, but, that they fall far short of the legit- 
imate limits of their office; not through any wil- 
ful neglect of their own, but from the fact, that 
by a change of circumstances, in the relative posi- 
tion of the church to the world, she has, in a great 
measure, lost sight of the grand object for which 
this institution was ordained. I observe 

2. That the principal object of this office, al- 
though in some respects bearing a secular aspect, 
was principally designed to be, like every other 
office in the church, of a spiritual character. Its 
immediate design was to take charge of, and dis- 
pense the charities of the church, and, in so doing, 
to exercise a tender, and constant parental guar- 
dianship over the poor, and otherwise unprotected 
members of the church. Let any man carefully 
and candidly examine the whole history of its first 
institution, and the declared reasons and end of 
the appointment, and there cannot be a reasonable 
doubt left on his mind, that the peculiar and exclu- 
sive object of this officer was precisely that which 
we have stated. 


not attend to any other business. This service 
might not, at first, occupy all their time, and there- 
fore, they might employ their leisure, either 10 
some honest calling of a secular nature, or if duly 
qualiried, in peor assieting the apostles in 
preaching the word. Thus Stephen and others of 
the fir&t seven deacons, were evidently evangel- 


ists, and spent a part of their time in proclaiming 
the Goepel. But, it was not by virtue of the office 


of his Church under the new econorfty ; for,“ When | gh 


first appointment of Deacons in the Christian 


ciples was multiplied, there was a murmuring of 


I donot mean by this, that the first deacons did | porta 


of deacon, that they were thus employed ; but in, 
consequencé of their sustaining another office, pre- 
viously or Subsequently conferred them, be- 
cause their Whole time was not necesmrily occu- 
pied in the duties of the one. To argue therefore 
that a deacon, as such, is a preacher of the Gos- 
pel, because Stephen was a preacher, is as incon- 
clusive as it would be to infer, that all the apostles 
were tent-makers, because Paul wrought at that 
occupation while he resided at Corinth, 

The appropriate business of the deacon’s office, 
then, is to take charge of “ the temporal affairs of 
the cnurcn,” and dispense its charities—* fo serve 
tables,” as the pious Henry remarks, “ the Lord's 
table—the minister’s table—the tables of the 
po..r”—and to be the constant friend and faithful 
guardian of the widows and fatherless of the 


church. SrepHanvs, 
For the Presbyterian, — 
NARRATIVE 


Of the Siote of Beligion within the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Baltimore, during the year end- 
ing April 27th, 1840. 

The Presbytery of Baltimore, in reporting to 
the General Assembly of the church, the wat of 
religion within their bounds, since the last an- 
nual report, have great reason to rejoice that the 
God of truth has continually followed their labours 
with his blessing, and made his nce in their 
midst manifest by tokens of . 

Within the past a there has existed in this 

ion of country, the most extensive and remark- 
able religious excitement, that has been witnessed 
for a long time: and a very. unusual number of 
persons have made a profession of religion. This 

excitement has existed chiefly in several of our ° 

sister denominations; but has been more or less 

decidedly felt in several of our own churches. 

We have not been without fear as to the final 

— but we trust that much good has been 

one. 

The state of our churches generally, has been 
such as to call for gratitude, and to stimulate us 
to faithful and zealous efforts. The additions to 
e congregations have been steady and consider- 
able; the cases of hopeful conversion more nu- 
merous than usua); and the increase of our churches 
in knowledge, piety, liberality and sound doc- 
trine, very gratilying. 

The semi-centenary collections have been gene- 
rally taken up in our churches, and have been in 
most instances liberal, and in a few very large. 
There is also a considerable of growing interest 
among the people in the operations of the Board of 
Publication, and in the Tracts and Books of which 
large numbers have been circulated, and which 
have given general satisfaction. We could wish 
that books of a largersize and of more weighty con- 
tents were issued, and we have ventured to re- 
commend to the Board of Publication to publish 
a series of T'racts on the papal controversy, which 
has lately occasioned a most profound and exten- 
sive excitement in our community, and which is : 
daily becoming a subject of more importance to ' 
our churclres. 

The other Boards of the church have been 
aided as usual by regular and liberal donations. 

And as all the Boards are on many accounts ob- 

jects of increasing interest to our churches, we 

hope the time is not far distant, when special 

agencies for collections for them in our bounds j 

mer in a great measure be dispensed with. | 

here are in all onr churches Sabbath schools, ) 
prayer meetings, weekly meetings for preaching 
and expounding the Scriptures; in most of them 
the Shorter Catechism is studied by the children; 
and conferences and other meetings are held for 
studying the Scriptures by adult persons. 

The destitution of Presbyterian preaching is 
very great in many places within our bounds and 
the need for more labourers, pressing and con- 
stant, many of our churches too, are weak and 
smal]. All these things produce a necessity for : 
great labours on the part of all, and considerable - 
privations on the part of many of our ministers. 
Some have five or six separate preaching places; 
while ail hold that number of public religious 
meetings throughout the year. Indeed a large 
part of the ae within our bounds is as to us 
missionary nd, and a t part of our joy in 
our work, to eee that Gad coustantly the 
way for usefulness before us, and gives the efforts 
of our ministers favour with the people. 

In a survey of the year, we see nothing that for- 
bids us to take courage, to rejoice in Ged and go 
forward. And while we humbly confess our own 
unworthiness, weakness and sins, we are con- 
strained to praise the Lord and bless his holy name, 
for his great and unmerited mercies to us, and the 
churches and people under our care. 


For the Presbyterian 
SUGGESTION TO AUTHORS. 
Monrausan, Jan. 29, 1840. 


The “ Faculte de Theologie Protestante de Mont- 
audan,” designed to prepare young men for the 
Protestant ministry, has been for several years ina 
state of growing prosperity. Evangelical doctrines 
are taught; the students are generally attached to 
them, aid the pious members of our clergy, whose 
numbers rapidly increase, look up to this institution 
as to a means appointed by God for the renovation 
of the Reformed Church of France. 

One thing however is wanting: a sufficient pro- 
vision of books. There isa library belonging to 
the establishment, but it isdeficient in all branches, 
and almost completely destitute of modern works, 
especially in foreign languages. 

It has occurred to us, dear Sirs, that if our highly 
esteemed brethren, the authors of so many pious and 
learned works which are constantly issuing from 
the press in your favoured country, were acquaint- 
ed with the state of things here, they might per- 
haps oblige us with a copy of their publications, 

We feel no hesitation in thus appealing tothe | 
generosity of our friends, as from a want of pecu- 
niary resources we could never hope otherwise to 
see the library of the Faculte sufficiently provided 
with foreign works. 

We remain, with Christian respect and affection, ~ 
Your obedient 

. DE 
Monon, Professors. 


Paris, March 15th, 1840. 

The above letter addressed to you, was received 
by me some weeks ago, with an accompanying re- 
quest that I should say a word or two in favour 
the object which it is the desire of the excellent 
brethren who wrote it toaccomplish. And I should 
at once have written to you on the subject, and thus 
have avoided a very considerable delay, had nota 
severe indisposition then, and fur a long time after- 
wards, prevented, 

The distinguished brethren, now, happily for the 
cause of Truth, Professors in the Theological Sem- 
inary of Montauban, which is the only Theological 
Institution in France for the Reformed Protestant, 
are too well known to the churches in the United 
States, and too highly esteemed to need any aid 
which I can give to sustain or enforce the very 
simple and reasonable request which they make. 
But I may be allowed to explain in few words how 
their wishes may be accomplished. They and some 
of their fellow Professors, who know well, as they 
do, the English language, desire to have it in their 
power to render themselves familiar with the reli- 

ious and theological] literature of the United States. 
Hitherto they have been able to meet with now and 
theira volume which has been forwarded to some 
pastor in France by the author. What they wish, 
and now propose, is to ask of the authors of reli- 
gious books, and especially of such as treat of 
theology, biblical criticism, biblical lexicography, 
&c. that they would havé the goodness to send a 
copy of their works already Paper and if it be 
in their power, continue to do so regularly here- 
after astheir future publications may appear, to the 
Library of the Tieological Seminary at Montauban, 
for the use ofthe professors and students, and of 
those who may succeed them. This is a very im- 
nt and easily performed request. And I should 
think that every American author of a religious or 
theological work would not hesitate to comply with 
it, if he wishes hie book to exert a wide and long- 
continued influence upon mankind. By doing so 
he may touch some mind which may act on other 
minds on thia continent, until the influence become 


vast and inappreciable. | 
And if I might be so bold on this subject, I would 


venture to suggest to those authors io our country 
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’ . Geneva should be directed to Professor Merle 


g hot.onl¢ to France, bat to 
| they beve tot hed ap 
unity) that they would be grieved 
failed to it-for them, And ‘what tre Iwo 
Copiee of a Work to the author of it + Moss of authors 
teceives humber of copies for their 
use, and Jor presents to their friends. Let two 
capiés: be reserved for.the libraries of the 
| Seminaries at Montanban and Geneva. 
They canngt be better appropriated. And this is 
literary debt which weowe her. At any rate, (and 
ig Ought to bé sufficient for every man) it is 
& most. important way of promoting Truth. Indeed 
wish there was eome Way of extending the know- 
ledge of our increasing. religious and theological 
literature far mote widely on this continent. Many 
minds in all perts of it ly desire this.. The li- 
brary of every University.and Theological Institu- 
tion should receive copies of our religious and theo- 
But:I venture not to make so Jar 
a ag that. would require. Lonly ask for 
two copies of each book. " 
~ And vow as to the way-of sendingthem. They 
should-be put up carefully in strong paper parcels 
or boxes, and sent to soine bookseller, or other per- 
@onin New York who would undertake to send 
them on board a Havre packet (and these sail four 


times ‘a month.) . Perhaps the brethren at the 


Tract Society would agree to perform this task. 
it would-not bea very great one. Now for the 
directionto be put on each parcel very dis- 
tenct and legible manner. Every parcel intended 
for Montauban should be directed thus: A profes- 
seur. Enconire, de l'ecale de T ie a Mont- 
_@uban en France, aux soins de Messieurs Emerson 
et Cic. (or Messieurs Du Paquirr et Cic—either 
will do) Au Havre, et M. Risler No 62 rue Basse- 
du-Rem part Paris, This direction will be suffi- 
cient for. Montauban, But those intended for 


Aubigne, President de l'ecole de ie, and 
addressed to the care (aux soins) of the same 
ntlemen at Havre and Paris to whom those for 
outauban are to be sent. It: will be useful also 
_ to put on each parcel in some conspicuous place the 
words Livres Anglais, une Biblio Meque puh- 
lique. It willsave troubleat the Custom Houses in 
France, 1 recommend the direction to be in 
French, ae given above, because it will be far 
more likely to carry the book to the place of desti- 
nation. 1am yours traly, R. Barren. 
For the Presbyterian. 
_ A RESPONSE. 


_Mr. Editor—I consider ita happy circumstance 
that I was at my mother’s in New York, when 
your paper of the 16th inst. came in, as, other- 
wisg, from the infrequency with which [ see the 
Presbyterian, the communication of “a Presbyte- 
rian,” commenting, upon certain proceedings of 
the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
might not have met my eye. As my name is 
freely quoted by your correspondent, [ use my 
earliest leisure to answer his request for further 
information, and am glad of an opportunity to 
correct some errors into which he,*with many 
other Presbyterians, seems to have fallen. 

It would have been well, however, if he had- 
told us from what “old newspapers” he drew his 
information, as it is scarcely within ordinary rules 
of propriety to write about gentlemen, who are 
named upon ially when 
the writer is himself anonymous. Some sad.sto 
ries about other churches, beside the Dutch, might 
be taken out of “old newspapers.” It happens in 
this case, that the old newspaper is correct, but 
it is not always safe to trust an old newspaper. 

I remember well the proceedings of the Synod 
of 1834, to which your sane a alludes, as 
I introduced the resolution inquiring into the ex- 
pediency of altering or rescinding the articles of 

ence between the two. churches, and 
was chairman of the committee appointed under 
it. Dr. Janeway, who happened ta be at that 
time sojourning in our church, was a member of 
the committee, and out of respect to his years and 

‘wisdom, I yielded the drafting of the seport to 
him. ‘The report which stands over my name in 
the Synod’s Minutes for 1834, was written by Dr. 
Janeway. A-copy of those minutes is at your 

friend's service, but the purpose of the whole pro- 

-ceeding was, not to:cast censure on the Presby- 

_terian Charch, but to prevent half-educated and 
heterodox ministers or licentiates from your less 

‘regulated Presbyteries from entgring our church 
under the rules of correspondence. We were 

Bsn ace to break off the correspondence alto- 
gether, if it had been found necessary to do so in 
‘remedying the evil complained of. e report of 
the committee showed that such a strong measure 
was not necessary, and the substance of our ac- 

tion on the subject was to order that any one mem- 
ber of aclassis might insist upon the examina- 
tion of any applicant for admission as a minister 
into our chu 

Our design was not to meddle with the affairs 
of others, but to take care of our own church. 
Upon the same principle we acted in 1838. So 

that there is no opposition of the proceedings of 
one Synod against the other. 

My share in the doings of the Synod of 1834, 
brought upon me the sharp censure of Dr. Ely, 
then editing the Philadelphian, who, labouring 
under the same hallucination with your friend, 
egeemed to think that the Dutch Church was 
nothing else than a sort of pendant to yours, and 
‘notan independent body. He acc me (and 
in fact the whole Synod, for the vote adopting the 
report was unanimous,) of following in the foot- 
steps of what he termed “ Dr. Green’s Presby- 
tery,” when in fact, we never thought of either 
_Dr. Green, his Presbytery or any person or thing, 
but-of taking care of our own churches, Perhaps 
the fact of my having been attacked by the Phil- 
adelphian, may win me some favour in the eyes of 
your correspondent, especially as I afterwards 
compelled the editor to apologise. So much for 
the affairs of 1834. 

_ Now, as to the action of the Synod in 1838. 
Your correspondent says that in 1838 “ the Synod 
suspended their intercourse with us, and refused 
to recognise usas the Presbyterian Church, unless 
a civil court should first confirm the validity of 

our claims.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, your correspondent is mista- 
ken in both these statements. Neither is true. 

In the first place, the General Assembly of 1837, 
after their vote excinding certain Presbyteries, 
PASSED A RESOLUTION SUSPENDING INTERCOURSE 
witH us. It was in the following form. - 


“Resolved that the Assembly will not send 
Delegates to the corresponding bodies this year.” 

What was this but a suspension of intercourse? 
coming close after the famous excision, what could 
we make of it, but that the Assembly then ex- 
purgated, hesitated whether they would continue 
to with us or not? I know that we 
have been told since (by individuals,) that the 
resolution was:not intended to have such a mean- 
ing, but that haste, and embarrassment from vari- 
ous circumstances indi the Assembly to 
take the time n or the selection of Dele- 

tes, and.I believe Dr. McDowell stated that 
there were no funds to pay the Delegates’ expen- 
ses. Such reasuns might have appeared weil to 
the Assembly at the time, but it must be obvious 
to a candid observer, that the General Assembly 
cared very little for the Dutch Church, when they 
put her in the same category with all the Asso- 
ciations, Consociations, Conventions, and what not, 
between this and sunrise; when they could not 
spare time to elect Delegates to send us; or would 
not expend a few dollars to pay their expenses. 
The fact is obstinate, that the General Assembly, 
suspended their intercourse with us in 1837, we 
but continued the suepension of it, in 1838. “Let 
him that is without sin among you first cast a 


‘bly have sent Delegates to the General. Assembly 
nesuritietandi their disrespectful treatment of 


us, if no other reasons-had existed for a contrary | The 


cou 
‘I 


bodies were created each 
eral Assembly of the Prea- 


thize with 
and 


claiming to be the 
whith wed 
nd, whereas, while we 
our beloved sister Church se 
estly pray they may be. over-ruled by Divine 
Providence for the furtherance of truth and purity, 
yet neither duty claims, nor propriety allows, that 
his Synod, either by its delegates or its own offi- 
cial acta, should even appear to assume the 
authority of an arbitrator between the opposing 
portions of another ecclesiastical body : 

Therefore Resolved, That in the circumstances 
of the case, Synod approves of the course pursued 
by said 

Resolved, That for the present Synod will ab- 
stain from all action under the terms of co 
dence existing between the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, and the General Synod 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, so far as relates 
to the interchange of delegates between the two 
bodies, By. order of the Committee 

| fomas E. Chairman.” 


The S regarded the dispute as one simply 
of chu rnment, and a question of consti- 
tutional law which could not possibly arise among 


us, as we had always studiously refrained from 
correspondence or ecclesiastical association, with 
any bodies not Presbyterian. We know very 
well that the real occasion of your di 

was contrariety in doctrine, but the ostensible 


reason of castihg out the suspected Presbyterians | 


was not that they had been tried and convicted. 
of heresy, but that they did not constitutionally 
belong to the Presbyterian Church. All the legal 
proceedings were based upon that question. Now, 
was it for us to read the law for you, within the 
Old-school, or New-school, out of your own book? 
If you did not choose to put forth the true reason‘of 
exscinding those Presbyteries, can you rightfully 
quarrel with us for not acting upon it? 

We, by avoiding the entangling alliances which 
wrought you so much evil, were in compara- 
tive —_ could you expect us to rush into 
your difficulties? No, Mr. Editor, we took care 
of our own affairs as we had been in the habit 
of doing, and refrained from intermeddling with 
our neighhour’s quarrels. We acted under the 
caution of Hol rit. “He that passeth by, and 
meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is 
like one that taketh a dog by the eara.” 

The policy of our church has always been to 
keep distinct from other churches. There has 
been our safety. We meant to preserve it. 

I am aware that in private circles, our Synod, or 
at least some of those composing it, myself among 
the number, have been accused of less honourable 
motives by men who ought to know better, and 
who do know better. The charge is too baseand 
contemptible to require an answer. For myself 
[ can say, that if four years almost solitary 
opposition to error and disorder in Oneida county, 
New York, in the worst days of Finneyism, can 
not prove my Orthodoxy, (which none in my own 
Church has ever suspected) I despair of ever 
proving it. If any man thinks that [ could for a. 
moment tamper with principle for the sake of 
another man’s smile, he knows neither my charac- 
ter nor my history. I lost the favour of the New 
School by my action in 1834. I lost the favour of 
the Old School by my action in 1838. But in 
both I kept my conscience safe, served my own 
Church, and can see no occasion for regret. 

You will pardon, I hope the length of this com- 
munication. If “a Presbyterian” wishes to say 


an 
will write over his own name. We are the chil- 
dren of the day. Let us be open in all our acts. 
To any anonymous communication I shall not 
reply. It is better to be honestly egotistical, than 
to conceal ourselves in anonymous characters. 
even though the soubriquet be so respectable as 
that of a Presbyterian. 
With a sincere desire to maintain a friendship 
with all good Presbyterians I remain, Mr. Editor, 
Yours with much 
Geo. W. 


Beraune. 
Philadelphia, May 21, 1840. 


For the Presbyterian. 


SIXTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMER. 
ICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


The sixteenth Anniversary of the American 
Sunday School Union was held on the 26th May, 
in the church on Washington Square, Philadelphia. 
Alexander Henry, Esq., presided. 
The services were begun by singing the Hymn, 
“ We come, we come, with loud acclaim, 
To sing the praise of Jesus’ name.” 
Followed by a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kennaday, 
of the Union Methodist Church. 
The Annual Report was then read by one of the 
Secretaries of the Institution. 


The Report stated the amount received as do- 
nations during the year at $13,634. 63. Mission- 
aries were sustained in Ohio, Kentucky, Western 
New York, Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, and Wis- 
consin, and Virginia. ‘The number of publications 
was 775,802. Amount of sales $77,272; leaving 
a profit of not more than $1300. 

The publications of the society have been grant- 
ed to American missionaries in Lodiana, Bombay, 
Orissa, Singapore, Sandwich Islands, Liberia, and 
Texas; some have been translated into Eastern 
languages, and they are every where fi.und to be 
adapted -to the purposes of religious instruction. 
The instrumentality of Sunday Schools has been 
greatly blessed thronghout the year in all parts of 
our country ; but it has been found impossible to ob- 
tain correct statistics on that point. 

The Hon. Heman Lincoln, of Boston, proposed the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Report of the Board be ac- 
cepted, and published under the direction of the 


Which was seconded by the Rev. John A. Clark, 
of St. Andrew’s Church. ~ 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The Hymn, 

* Love is the theme of saints above ; 
~ Love be the theme of saints below ;” - 
was then sung. 

Horace Holden, E:q., of New York, offered the 
following resolution : 

Resulved, that the Sunday School System, whose 
influence so essentially affects the well-being of so- 
ciety, demands from its friends, and the friends of 
the country, their continued and increasing patron- 
age, watchfulness, and zeal. 

The Rev. Dr. Alexander, of Princeton, seconded 
the resolution. 

And it was adopted. . 

Mr. Slocumb, of Ohio, then addressed the ae- 
sembly, and was followed by the Rev. Mr. Kirk, 
after the conclusion of whose speech was sung the 
Hymn, 

“ Awake my soul, in joyful lays, 


And sing my great Redeemer’s * 
_ At the ending of which, 
The Benediction was 


pronounced by the Rev. 
Dr. Hill, of Virginia. | " | 


OBSERVANCE OF AT WIND. 


It appears from a statement which was made to 
, the magistrates at the Town Hall, on Monday last, 
by the Rev. Mr. Selwyn, one of the curates at 
indeor, that the Lord Stewart and the Master of 
her Majesty’s Household will lend their endeavours 
to prevent, as far as possible, eny “Sunday tra- 
ding” in the town in connexion with the le. 
magistrates expressed to Mr. Selwyn the 
gratification which all classes must feel to find 


deny in the second “that the Dutch 
to you en the Preshyte- 


that exertions were made “in high places” to pre- 
vent the desecration of the Lord’s day.— Lon. paper. 


thing more, I have only to request that he | 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


of ap invitation from Matthew Newkirk, Eeq., and 
agreeably to previoug arrangement, the Sabbath 
schools of the Centra] Presbyterian church, Phile- 
delphia, set out on an excursion into the country. 
They assembled at the church with their teachers, 
at 9 o'clock, and walked in procession, above 400 
in number, besides the teachers, to the railroad 
depot, at the corner of Market and Eleventh street. 
Here they were joined by the Pastor and Elders, 
and their families, and the choir of the church, and 
several other members of the congregation. At 10 
o'clock they left the depot, in care gratuitously fur- 
nished by Mr, Newkirk, and proceeded to Chester. 
Sit & procession was formed, which passed 
through the principal streets; after which the 
company returned to Gray's Ferry, which they 
reached at 2 o'clock, delighted with their ride.— 
At Gray's Ferry they left the cars, and walked to 
the Fish House, on the banks of the Schuylkill, 
the use of which had been generously granted by 
Wm. H. Hart, Esq., Governor of that respectable 
and ancient establishment. 

Immediately on their arrival at the Fish House, 
the party partook of a bountiful collation, prepared 
by Mr. James H. Farrand, confectioner, of Arch 
street. Many other members of the congregation, 
and several invited guests, joined the party in the 
afternoon. ‘The number present was thus increas- 
ed to about 700. 

At half past 3, the schools and visitere were as- 
sembled in a delightful grove on the grounds of 
the Fish House. The public exercises were com- 
menced with singing a hymn by the Infant depart- 
ment of the schools. Prayer was then offered by 
Dr. McDowell, the pastor; a hymn was sung by 
the choir and Sabbath schools; after which a most 
appropriate and instructive address was delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Alexander, of Princeton ; a hymn 
was then suny, and the meeting dismissed until 
5 o'clock. 

During the recess, ice creams, prepared in the 

best style, by Mr. Farrand, were served to all the 
children and the numerous guests. The assembly 
was then again convened, the pastor presiding.— 
After a hymn by the choir, the following resolution 
was offered by Mr. Edwin Coolidge, viz: 
' * Resolved, That the thanks of the company be 
presented to Matthew Newkirk, Esq., for his gen- 
erosity in gratuitously providing cars for this ex- 
cursion, and the lively and efficient interest he has 
taken in administering to our gratification and 
comfort.” 

Mr. Coolidge prefaced his motion with some ap- 
propriate remarks. 

The motion was seconded by Joseph R. Chand- 
ler, Eeq., an invited guest, who delighted the au- 
dience in an eloquent speech of half an hour. The 
motion was carried by unanimous aud enthusiastic 
acclamation. 

The following motion was then made by Joseph 
B. M:tchell, Esq., accompanied with a few appro- 
priate remarks; 

“ Resolved, That the thanks of this company be 
presented to Wim. H. Hart, Esq., Governor of the 
Fish House, for generously granting the use of 
the commodious house and delightful grounds of 
the company.” 

This motion was seconded and unanimously car- 
ried with cheering acclamation. 

Matthew L. Bevan, Esq., then presented the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: 

* Resolved, That the thanks of the company be 
also presented to the Committee of Arrangements 
of the Sabbath-school Teachers, for their judicious 
management in their successtul efforts in providing 
suitable and ample refreshments, for the children 
and company.” 

This motion was seconded, and unanimously 
carried, 

Mr. John V. Cowell, then offered the following 
motion, viz: 

“ Resolved, That the thanks of the company be 
presented to Mr. Houod, and his choir, for their val- 
uable services on this occasion.” 

This motion was seconded and unanimously car- 
ried ; and as the cheering subswed, the choiretruck 
up “ Home sweet home,” with which they delight- 
ed the audience; as they did with all their per- 
formances through the day. 

At 6 o'clock, the company left the enchanted 
ground, and returned by the cars tothe city ; from 
the depot, at the corner of Market and Eleventh 
streets, they walked in procession to the lecture 
room of the church, where they were dismissed 
with a short address and prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Spring of New York, and singirg the doxology, 
and pronouncing the benediction by the pastor. 

The weather through the day was fine; the 
scholars, and all the company enjoyed theinselves, 
and not the slightest accident occurred to mar the 
pleasures of the day. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue Crors.—The Martinburg (Va.) Gazette of 
Thursday says:—The Wheat crops, in this region, 
which early in the spring, gave proinise of great abun- 
dunce, have, within a few weeks past, suffered ver 
severely irom the ravages of the Hessian fly. it 
seems to be the general opinion now among our farin- 
ers, that the worst is over, and there is not much ap- 
prehension of tuture injury. 

The Florance (Alabama) Enquirer states that the 
cut worm is doing considerable injury in that section 
of country, and that the cotton fields do not altogether 
escape its ravages, 

Speaking of the agricultural prospect near home, 
the Rockville, (Md.) Free Press says: “The corn 
is nearly all planted, and the wheat and rye sound and 
healthy with every prospect of an abundant crop. 
Clover is up finely, and presents a formidable ap- 
pearance.’ A great iruit year is anticipated, and the 
only ground of eomplaint is from the kitchen garden, 
where they area little troubled with the cut worm.” 


Canat Totts.—The amount of tolls received on all 
the New York States Canals from the 7th to the 14th 
May, is fifty-three thousand six hundred and eight-one 
doliars and sevety four cents. 


Cross Cur Canat.—It is stated in the Pittsburg 
Gazette of ‘Ihursday, that the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
Canal company, through their agent, Mr. King, has 
succeeded in effecting a sale, at pur, in Philadelphia, of 
the Ohio six per cent. stock, granted by this State, in 
aid of the work. ‘I'his will enable the Company to 
meet all demands against it, and to urge forward to 
completion this connecting link between the great 
system of State improvements. 


Sreamsoat Exptosion.—The steam towboat Gram- 
pus, J. Martin, master, on the 13th inst., at 6 o’clock, 
A. M. twenty miles outside the Balize, while in the 
act of rounding to take the schooner Victoria in tow, 
blew up with a tremendous explosion. Her boiler 
parted and fell on the guards, injuring the hull in such 
a manner that she sunk in Jess than half an hour. 
John Sprigg, the second engineer, died in consequence 
of the injuries received, in abouttwo hours. Wm. 
Walker, a fire man, missing, supposed to have been 
blown overboard. Wm. T. Knight, mate, slightly 
scalded—Cook, badly bruised and scalded. ‘The crew, 
together with the wounded, were taken off by the boat 
of the Victoria, and every attention paid them. ‘The 
second engineer was buried at the Balize. 


Arriva or A Steam Suir.—The British steamboat 
Argyle, has arrived at New Orleans. She left Liver- 
puol on the Ist of March, and arrived at Cadiz in ten 
days. After remaining ten days in that port, she 
sailed for Madeira, and arrived there in four days; 
from thence she had a passage of thirty-four days to 
Havana, She left that port on the 7th instant, and 
having met with an accident to one of her wheels, 
which compelled her to depend upon her sails a con- 
siderable part of the way, she arrived at New Orleans, 
in seven days. 


the present month, we took occasion to speak of the 
then yet vigorous old age of a pear-tree, standing in 
the Third avenue, at the corner of Eleventh strect, 
which tree was brought from Holland, and planted in 
his field by Governor Stuyvesant himself, about the 
year 1647. We have watched the tree ever sincepand 
it yet lives and flourishes. It no longer enjoys the 
pleasures of a country life, however, inasmuch as with- 
out being again subject to the process of transplanta- 
tion it has become a resident of the city, which has 
transported itself far beyond it. The tree stands at the 
corner of a compact well-built block, “alone in its 
glory,” and its fruit is now literally wall fruit. Fix- 
tures have been placed around it, to guard its venera- 
ble trunk, but we are sorry to sa 
evidence 


of declining years.—N. Y. Com. Adv. 


From the United States Gaactee, General Armistead has as 

Sabbath Schools 0 Central Pres wig} has assigned operations in the whole 
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engineer (Mr Wood) was killed outright in the engine 


Tue Stuyvesant Pear Tree.—Twenty years ago’ 


it begins 


judicious square and system having, from cxperi- 
ence, been found i a more decided pian of 
affurding protection to the settlements, and at the same 
time substituting the offensive fur the defensive is 
about to be put in force. 

St. Augustine papers to the 15th inst. state that 
Gen. Armistead has ordered a concentratiun of 900 
men at Fort King on jhe 22d, who sre to operate in 
divisions of 100 each. They will goin pursuit of the 
| eneimy,who will be dispersed in small parties to gather 
their corn and to celebrate their green corn dance. 

» ~ "The Apalachicola Gazette of the 10th states that 
the Florida Indians have massacred three more fami- 
lies of whited, who resided in the vicinity of Biounts- 


town. 

The Indians have attacked—says the Floridan of the 
16th—the town of Austin, in Texas; they killed and 
and ecalped three men, and drove off the horses from 
the village. 

The troops at Pilatka, Florida, recently mutined and 
rofused to obey the orders of Lieut. Merril, on whoin 
the command had devolved in the absence of Brevet 
Major Ashby. The Lieutenant was subjected to per- 
sonal violence, until the interference of Dr, Hitchcock, 
who restored something like order by knucking down 
several of the mutineers. A carbine was levelled at 
him but it fortunately missed fire. 


Tue Wueat Fiecps.—We are happy to learn, as 
we do from all parts of the State, that the wheat fields 
never looked so well and promising in Michigan as 
they now do.—The cold wet weather we have lately 
experienced has had a most favourable effect upon 
them. According to the estimate of men whose judg- 
ments may be relied upon, there is nearly, if not quite, 
oe fourth more wheat in the ground this year than 

st. 


Tae WinneBacors.—The Winnebago Indians have 
expressed a determination not to remove from their 
present situation, notwithstanding their positive agree- 
ment to do so. ‘This resolution is said to have n 
brought about by a visit which many of the Indians 
made toCanada last year and the valuable presents they 
received from the officers of the British government. 


on Connecticut River.—The new 
towboat Greenfield, plying between Hartford, Conn. 
and Greenfield, Muss., blew upon Monday last, about 
six miles below Northampton, and nearly opposite 
South Hadley. ‘The buat was constructed to pass 
through the locks and canals on the river, drawing but 
little water, and quite narrow. At the time of the ex. 
plosion she had four freight boats in tow, and had stop- 
ped to attach a fourth. Both builers burst at the same 
time, and the boat was so much rent that she sunk 
immediately, carrying down with her one of the freight 
bouts in six feet water. The captain (Crawford) was 
thrown high in the air, and fell upon his head in ore of 
the freight boats and survived but a few .hours. The 


room, and one of the firemen was thrown some dis- 
tance, but fell in the water, and was not materially 
burt. Mr. Lancey, the inventor and constructer of the 
boilers, was on board, for the purpose of observing 
their operations, and was severely wuunded, and since 
died. ‘Twoor three of the men belonging to the freight 
bouts were slightly injured. The smoke-pipe of the 
steamer was thrown into an adjoining field. The 
Greenfield belonged to Stockbridge, Allen, Root & Co. 
and cost about $10,006. The freight boat, which went 
down was chiefly laden with salt. Capt. Crawford 
was well known and respected .on the river, having 
been engaged in the same business for ten years past.— 
Jour. Com. 


~ Cotonization.—It appears by a statement of Judge 
Wilkinson that the suits instituted in Mississippi to 
defeat the wills of Capt. Ross and his daughter Mrs. 
Reid, have been both finally decided in favour of the 
Colenization Society. This decision emancipates be- 
tween three and four hundred slaves, on condition of 
their emigrating to Liberia, and leaves a large sum to 
be applied for their henefit, and for the support of edu- 
cation in Liberia. The estates of Capt. Rossand Mrs. 
Reid were estimated at several hundred thousand dol 

lars; bat the unparalleled depreciation of property in 
Mississippi, and the costs of litigation, have greatly 
reduced them. Still enough will be realized to settle 
the emigrants cumfortably in Liberia, and provide for 
their education. 


From Natcurz.—The Natchez Free Trader of the 
13th gives turther details respecting the late calami- 
tous tornado, of which the following is an abstract : 

The list of the names of the wounded now at the 
Hospital and the Tremont House, is as follows: Hen. 
y Clark, Henry McGraw, Hester Ford, Francis Sinith, 

. McNolty, Saml. Noland, D. Lyons, Peter McGreals, 
J. Thomas, G. Mulligan, J. Kelsey, John Stantman, 
Ann Riley, Natchez; Patrick Brown, steamboat; Jas. 
Bonsall, Indiana; Branon Moncrieff, Robert Ramsey, 
Pennsylvania; N. McVeill, Louisville ; T. H. Roach, 
Warren county, Mi.; Alice Curtis, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; 
three negro men.—Total 23. 

Summary of loss of lives, number of wounded, loss 
and damage of property, &c., hastily extracted from 
the mass of reports sent in by sub-committees, physi- 
cians, sextons, and others. Killed, 37 whites, 4 blacks, 
wounded 47 whites. 

In this number are included those only whose bodies 
were recovered. The number lost by drowning, and 
such as may be yet buried under the vast heaps of rub- 
bish and building materials cannot by possibility be 
ascertained, and it is thouglit best to furnish nothing 
on conjecture. 


Loss on buildings, $1,023,860, damage to goods, 


‘The committee in charge of the collection of con- 
tributions, reported as in hand 6450 dollars, to which 
may be added the 2000 dullars since handed them by 
the New Orleans Delegation, and 230 dollars which 
oe on announced as subscribed but not col- 

cled. 

It is stated that the family of Mr. H. P. Postloth- 
waite was preserved in this singular way: one of the 
children became frantic or alarmed and ran into the 
cellar—the other members of the family followed, and 
just as they reached the cellar the house was blown off. 
‘The family of Mr. Watt of the firm of Burke, Watt, 
& Co. were accidentally led to leave the dinner table 
and go out in the yard, and instantly the room they 
had Icft was blown down. 

It is stated that many persons were blown from the 
streets into the river. 

How far the ravages of this storm extended we did 
not learn. Some say, that it was not felt in its greatest 
violence any where but in and near Natchez ; but this 
is hardly probable. At Napoleon, Arkansas, 24 hours 
after the storm at Natchez, a house was blown down 
and a flat sunk with five men. 


Remarkas_e Escape.—lIt is stated in the New Cum- 
berland (Va.) Advocate, that during a school intermis- 
sion on the 18th inst. a little boy of 7 years, a son of 
Mr, Ruby, of Wormleysburg, while playing near it, 
fell into a well about thirty feet deep; yet, strange to 
tell, he was taken out in safety and withuut the slight- 
est injury, except a complete drenching, as there were 
four or five feet of water at the bottom of the well. 


Lunatics.—During 1839 there were agmitted into 
the Ohio State Lunatic Hospital, 157 patients, 114 of 
which were old cases, and 48 recent. Of this whole num. 
ber, 27 has been cured, and the prospect of 30 more was 
favourable. It is interesting to note the causes of 
many of these. They were: 


From disappointment and mortification, - 10 
“ Disappointed love, - 
Matrimonial perplexities, - 4 
“ Loss of friends, 4 - 7 - - - 4 
Religious cxcilement, - 15 
Fright, - - - - 8 
THe Mississpri.—.The steamer Independence, 


which arrived at New Orleans on the 13th inst. from 
Cincinnati, reports the rivers very high and rising. 
‘The water was on the lower flour of the front stores 
at Paducah). Cairo, on the 8th inst. was three feet 
under water. The Mississippi was rising slowly. 
The Independence was unable to land freight at Mills 
Point, on account of the high waters. At Bachelor's 
Bend, five hundred hands were working to keep the 
river from breaking through the Levee. A large cre- 
vasse was opened at Carthage. 

Extract from a letter dated New Orleans, May 15, 
1840 :—" ‘To-day about three o’clock the Levee gave 
way above Carrollton, and there are now about 300 
hands engaged in éndeavuuring to close the cre- 
vasse—the accounts from St. Louis are distressing. 
The Missouri and Upper Mississippi were never so 
full, which upon the tup of what we already have, must 
produce a general overtflow—of course the crop of this 
year must be nearly destroyed.” 


packet ship Poland, Capt. Antho- 
ny, bound from New York to Havre, France, was 
struck with lightning on Saturday, the 16th inst., in 
‘lat. 41 35, lon. 58 30, at 3 P. M. during a severe shower 
of rain, wind about southwest. ‘The ship and cargo 
was entirley destroyed. The lighting struck the fore 
top gallant yard on the larboard side, and ran down the 


‘neighbourhood. ‘The weather had been very cold, and 


fid of the topmest, It then ran down to the mastin the 


lower hold, where it is supposed it set fire to the Guiton, 
which was stowed near the mast. 

After an incffectual attempt to at the fire to ex. 
tinguish it, the men being driven their work by 


the sinuke, the hatches were closed about eight o'clock, 


and the boats were cleared and got out, and about ten 
P. M, the females and children, with as many men as 
was thought proper, were put into the long boat, and 


moored astern, where they remained all that night, and 
the next day and night, until Monday gorning—the 
ship being hove to, in order to be easy, and in hopes of 
being discovered hy some passing vessel. 
On Monday morning the wind having very much 
increased, with a rising sea, and the fire not appearing 
to have increased much, the beate were hoisted in 
again, and sail made to the N. E. About one o'clock 
P. M. sail was discovered and the ship was put before 
the wind tos her. . 
At 3 P. M. we spoke the ship Clifton, and Captain 
Ingersoll immediately complied with our requeat to be 
taken off, and assisted in saving al! hands, 63 in num. 
including 24 cabin and 11 steerage passengers with 
is boat. 
The ship was abandoned about 10 o’clock A. M. at 
which time the fire was very fast increasing, and the 
decks were growing hotter every minute. The passen- 
rs and crew saved but little except the clothes they 
d on, and a few light articles of small valuc. ° 
The cargo of the Poland consisted of 270 bales cot. 
ton, 2,700 bbls. flour, 80 casks Quercitron bark, 22 bbis. 
pot ashes, $70,000 Mexican dollars. The value of the 
is estimated at $33,000; of the cargo at $29,000; 
an 
which is insured in Havre, and the rest here. 
The Mobile Register of the 18th inst. contains the 
following : “The Alabama river is very high. We learn 
from a gentleman just from Montgomery, that the bend}. 
opposite that place as well as numerous plantations 
along the river below are completely inundated. The 
steamboats were receving and discharging freights at 
the highest point of the Bluff. The good people there- 
abouts were unable to account for the freshet, as there 
had been no rain of consequence for some time in the 


some fro<t was seen in the vicinity on Friday or Satur- 
day last.” 

Merrors.—Two splendid meteors were seen a little 
before 3 o’clock, on Wednesday morning, in aN. E. 
direction from*"New York city—shooting Westward. 
In point of time, they were about five minutes asunder. 
The brilliancy of the flash was like that of lightning. 
No explosion was heard. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


LATER FROM CHINA. 


By the ships Eben Preble, and Lehigh, advices from 
Canton to the 28th of January have been received. 
The blockade of the port, which had been declared 
by the British, had been raised on the following day, 
in consequence of the liberation by the Chinese of the 
British subject, whose detention was the alleged cause 
of the blockade. Several American vessels then hurried 
to Canton without cargoes, a circumstance which puz- 
zled the Chinese, the previous arrivals having brought 
full cargoes, and they in consequence, issued a chop 
forbidding the Ann McKim, Valparaiso, and Lintin, 
taking away more cargo than each had brought specie 
to pay for, requiring thatthe specie be in the first in- 
stance placed in the possession of the hong merchants. 
The British superintendant had receivcd desputches 
from his government, conveying to him thcir approba- 
tion of the course of conduct he had adopted, aud an- 
nouncing to him the approaching arrival of a large 
British force. One of the British ships of war hud 
sailed fram Canton, in search, it was given out by Capt. 
Elliutt, of the remains of an English ship which he 
alleged he had heard was wrecked on some part of the 
coast, but it is supposed the real object was to put her- 
self in communication with the British vessels as they 
arrived, 

The Chinese were endeavouring to purchase three 
or four foreign vessels to convert them into floating 
batteries, and anchor them within the Bognes to resist 
the expected attack from the English. ‘T’he general 
belief among the foreign residents, however, was that 
the Chinese would submit on the arrival of the British 
forces. 

The high commissioner Lin had been sent to the 
province of Tong as vice roy, and another officer had 
taken his place at Canton, who the Chinese merchants 
apprehended would be still less favourably inclined to- 
ward them than his predecssor. 

On the Ist of January Captain Elliott applied to the 
Portuguese governor of Macao for leave to deposite 
British cargoes at that port, on payment of the regular 
duties—not for sale, but merely to enable the ships to 
discharge and take their departure. ‘Ihe request was 
not granted, the Govéfnor deeming it incompatible with 
his engagements to the Chincse government, 

On the petition of Mr. Snew, the American consul, 
an edict was issued on the 27th of December, declar- 
ing the port open to American ships with cargoes 
taken in at Manilla, Singapore, and other places, actual. 
ly purchased there by American merchants. ‘The edict 
is in nature explanatory of a former one, which, the 
China authorities say, “ was pointed at goods trans- 
shipped from Engli~h vessels.” American vessels are 
also permitted tu go up to Whampoa before being exam- 
ined by the consul. 

The Canton Register affirms the sale of the Ameri- 
can ship Helen Douglas, late armed British ship Cam- 
bridge, to the Chinese authorities; and some other 
vessels are named for which they were in treaty. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions ac- 
knowledges the receipt of forty one dollars and re i 
cents, from the Center Church Pa., and sixty-five 
lars and twenty five cents from State Ridge Church 
Pa. to constitute the Rev. Samuel Park a life director. 
From the Sewing Society, Winnsborough, South Caro- 
lina, for the Mission School at Futtighur, twenty-six 
dollars and sixty-two cents. Frum the female Benevo- 
lent Society, of Winnsborough, for the Western Indian 


Church, at the Semi-centenary celebration twenty dol- 
lars. . 


Mission Rooms, New York, 23d May, 1840. 


} ISTOKY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.— 
This day will be published, he Constitutional History 
of the Presbyterian Charvch in the United States of America. 
By Charles Hodge, D. D., Professor in the Thevlogieal Semi- 
nary, Prineeton, New Jersey. Part il, From 174) w 1788, 


CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER IV.—The Great Revival of Religion, 1740—1745. 
Intreduetory remarks. State of religion before the revival, in 
the Presbyterian church, in New England, in Scotland, and 
Engiand. History of the revival in the Presbyterian church in 
New Jersey, at Freehold, Lawrenceville and Hopewell, at 
Newark and Elizabethtown; in Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, 
at New London, at Neshaminy, Nottingham, &e. ; In Virginia. 
History of the revival in New England. Proofs of the genu- 
ineness of the revival, from the judgment of contemporary 
writers, from the ductrines preached, trom the experience of its 
subjects, from its results, Rapid dechne of religion afier the 
revival, proved by the testimony of Edwards, and by the spread 
of false doctrines. Evils attending the revival, spurious reli- 
gious feeling, bodily agitations, enthusiasm, origin of # ranati- 
cal spirit in Connecticut, account of the Rev. James Daven- 
port, censoriousness, disorderly eee lay preaching. 

CHAPTER V.—The Schism, 1741.— the act of the synod re- 
lating to itinerating preaching. Act respecting the examina- 
tion of candidates. ese acts disobe by New Bruns- 
wick presbytery. That presbytery censured by the synod, The 
apology of the presbytery. They continue to isobey the synod. 
The propriety of their eunduct considered. The effeets of this 
controversy in the congregations and 
made in 1740,to compromise the difficulty. 
plaints presented by Messrs. G. Tennent and S. Blair. Mr. 
fennent's sermon on the dap of an unconverted ministry. 
Complaints against Mr. ‘Tennent. Complaint against Mr, Alex. 
ander Creaghead, against Mr. David Alexander. Meeting of 
the synod. The case of Mr. Creaghead before the q 
Protest presented by Robert Cross and others. T i 
Proceedings of the New Brunswick brethren after the schism. 
Efforts made to heal the breach, the Protest of J. Dickinson 
and others, Efforts for a recouwcilation. Renewal of those 
effurts. Formation of the syyod of New York. Points of dif 
ference between the two parties as to the revival, as to doctrine, 
as ty Church government. Causes of the schism. 

CHAPIER V1.—History of the Church during the Schism, 
1741—1758,—Synod of Philadelphia. Accessinns to the synod, 
Muasionary labours of the synod, Its effurts in behalf of educa- 
tion, Formatwn of the Newark Standard of doc- 
trine, Form of government. Preebyterial powers exereised by 
the synod. General supervision. ision of cases of ton- 
science. Pastoral Addresses, 

Synod of New York—Its articles of agreement. List of mem- 
bers. Missionary labours. Efforts for the promotion of learning. 
College of New Jersey. Standard of duets ine adupted by the sy- 
ned. ics form of government, acts of review and control. For. 
mation of new presbyterics, Judicial decisions, The synod 
acted by a commission, and as a presbytery. Negotiations for a 
union of the two synods. The planof union adopted in 1758. 

CHAPTER Vi1.—Syned of New York and Philadelphia 
1758—1788 —I. Missionary operauions.—Il. he promotion o 
learning, Newark Academy, professorship of divinity, College 
of New Jersey, education of young men for the ministry, and of 
the young general/y, III. Standard of doctrine, IV. Form of 
government, ordwary powers, the formation of 

neral lations, rule respecting the examination of candi 
dates on their religious experience, rule relating to foreign 
ministers, rule reapecting ordinations sine titulo, Decisions re- 
specting psaimody, respecting marriage, veopretin’ baptism, 

f 


resbyteries. Efforts 
apers of com- 


reapeeting slavery, General supervision, Appellate juried 
appeal from the first church iu Philadelphia, from the 
chureh im Philadelphia, from New Castle, from the third ehurch 
respecting a callfur Mr. Duffield. V. Excreise of extraordmary 
powers, in acting by a commission, In the exercise of presbyteri- 
al powers, in clothing committees with synodical authority.— VI. 
"The synod"s intercourse with other ehurches, general correspon- 
intercourse with the Seceders, with the Reformed 


had on board $70,000 in specie, $100,000 of| * 


missions, nineteen dollars. From the Winnsborouyzh|. 
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MARRIED. 
On the 19th, by the Rev. James Latte, Mr. Wreuas 
Wizson to Miss Craag, all of Chester county 


By the same, on the 2st in Philadelphia, Mr. Joun 
Prorres, to Miss Mantua Moons. 

On the 2ist of May by the Rev. Jauzs M. Haatow 
Mr. Enos to Miss Excan Vanpsonurr, all of 
Bensalem, Bucks county, Pa. 

On the 2let of April, 1840, by the Rev. John J. Car. 
rell, Eowaro B, to Resecca Ecxeap, all of 
Harmony, Warren County, New Jersey. 

By the same, on the 7th of May, 1840, Gaanwan Mucu- 
Lea to Sanan B. Davison, daughter of James Davison 
Esq. all of Harmony, Warren County, New Jersey. 

By the same, on the 17th of May, Eowarp Auen to 
Hargett P. Horcutson, all y, Warren 
County, New Jersey. 

On the 26th inst., by the Rev. Dr. W. M. 

Tuos. P. Rew, of Monmouth county, New Jersey; to 
Saran D. Peaace, of Philadelphia. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

The Alumni Association of the Semi- 
nary at Princeton, received from Rev. Geo. W. Mus- 
grave, of Baltimore, One Hundred and Two Dollars, 
tor the Library Fund; which have been handed tothe 
Treasurer, Rev. James W. Alexander. 

Cuaaruzs Hopar. 


KRESBYTERIAN PUBLICA TIONS,— The Board of Pubii- 
cation of the Presbyterian Chureh in the United States of 
merica, have recently issued the fullewing valuable Books: 
1. ‘The Way of Saivatwn Explained, ina Cun- 
versation between a Fa and his Childien. 18mo, 

3 The Mute Chrsuan under the Mud; with Sove- 
for every Case; by the Rev, Thomas Hruvks. 

mo, 

3. The Great Concern of Salvation 
Halyburwa. Abridged fur the Board. 

4. Christian Consistency ; or the connexion between Experi- 
mental and :’ractical Keligion : dessgued tur Young Chrsuans, 
by the Kev. E. Mannermg. 18md, 

5. Self Employment in Sceret: ——s An Inquiry into 
the State of the Soul; T hw Painful A fictions; Me- 
morials fur Practice ; ev. Jubn Corbet. 18mo. 

6. A ‘l'reatise on the Seripture Doctrine of Origiual Sin ; with 
Explanatory Notes; by the Kev. Henry A. Moardman, 18mo, 
Pleasures of Religion; by the Rev. Meury Fuster Bur- 

8. ‘The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, and its uen- 
ces to the Protestant Churches ut France and Lily ; containing 
Memoirs of sume of the suiferers in the Persceuuon attending 
thatevent. 18me. 

9. ‘Nhe Utility and Importance of Creeds and Canfessions 
by the Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D. 18mo. ; 

10, The Life of John Knox, the Scoush Reformec, abridged 
for the from MeCrie’s Life of Kuox. i8mo, 

11. The Life of Captain Wilson, Containing an account of 
his reswence in India; his conversion tw Christianity his 
missionary voyage to the South Seas, and his peaceful death. 
Abridged. l8mu. 

12, Lewers to an Anxious Inquirer, designed to relieve the difi- 
culties of a friend under secrwus impressions, By T. Chariiua 
Henry, D. D., late Pastor of the Sccund Presb) trian Church, 
Charieston, S. C.; with a Buwgraphical Sketch of the Author, 
Third edition ; embellished witha Purtrait, 18mo. 


18mo. 
15. The Offices of Christ ; abrid 


from the original work of 
Stevenson ; by the Rev. Wm. 5S. sane. 


tumer,D. D. 1 

16. The Divine Purpesc; Displayed in the Works of Provi- 
dence and Grace ; in a Series of Levers to an Inquiring Friend; 
by the Rev. John Matthews, D.D. i8mo, 

i7. P terianism the truly Primitiveand Apestelical Cen- 
stitution of the Church of Christ ; and Infant Baptiem Scriptu- 


most suitable and yung ; by Samuci Miller, D. D. 


2mo, 

18. The Spirit of P 3 by Rev. Nathaniel Vincent. 32mo. 

19, The y by several C men. Dee 
livered during the years 1831-32. ‘lo which is a Lee 
ture on the importance of Creeds and C ; by Samaci 
Miller, D. D. 

20, A new sterrutype edition of the Constitution of the Pres- 
byterian ere in the United States of America: containing 
the Confession of Faith, the Cavechisma, and the Direewry tur 
the Worship of God — fugether with the Pian of Government 
and Dise:pline, as ratified by the General Assembly, at their 
Sessions um: May, 1821 ; and amended in 1833. 18mo, 

21. A Guide w Christian Commupicanu, in the Exereise of 
Self-Examination. By Rev, Wm. Trai. 32m0, 

22. A Friendly Visit to the House of Mourning; by the Rev. 
‘The Dos uf Regeneration, Selected from the Writings 

23. T trine ; 
of the Rev. Stephen Charnock, 12m0 

24, Love to Christ, chicfly extracted from the “ True Chris- 
tian’s Love of the unseen Christ.” By Phomas Vincent. 32mo, 

25. The Life of Major General Audrew Burn, of the Koyal 
Marines, 18mo. 

26. Memoir of Lieutenant Colonel Blackader. 18mo. 

27. Memoir of the Rev, George Trusse, of Exeter, Englund. 
8mo. 

28. Scripture Portions for the Afflicted, especially the Sick, 

with from various authors, 18mo, 

29. The Destructivon of Jerusa i 
Divine origin of Christianity. 

30. The Christian's Great Interest; or the trial of a sa 
interest in Christ, aud the a w attain it. By Rev. Willian 
Guthrie, minister at New Kilmarnock, Scotland, 1605. With 
an Introductory Essay, by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Chalmers, 


18mv, 
31. The Life of Andrew Melville, the Scotti Reformer. 
for the Board, trom McCrice Lilt of iville. 
33. 


he Lives of the Patriarchs. 18mo. 

An Exposition of a Purtion of the Epistle to the Romans, 

- the furm of quesuous and answers, By J.J. Janeway, D.D. 
mo. 

34. A Blow at the Root of Antinomianism, By the Kev. 
Juhn Filavel. 32mo., 
35. The Fulfill 
and Convincmg Un By the Rev. Robert Fleming. 
Abridged from the third edition. 

36, Lime-street Lectures ; a Defence uf some Important Doe- 
uf Gospel, lu twenty-six sermons, by several eminent 

ivines, 8¥o. 

37. The Novelty of Popery, and the Antiquity of the Religion 
of Protestants, proved by Ser:pture and > 2mo. 

38. A series of Tracts on the Docirines, Order, and Policy of 
the Presbyterian Church in the Unued Staus of America: em- 
bracing several on Practical sulycets, 2 vols. 12mo, 

39. ‘The Form of Government, the Diseipline, and Direetory 
for Worship of the Presbyterian Chucch in the United States 
h of the Westminster Assembly 

40, The rger Catechism ; 
with Proofs the Scriptures, i8mo, 


For sale at moderate er by 
WM, 8. MARTIEN, Agent for the Boa 
dee 28 Corner Seventh and George streets, Philadel 
CADEMY.—Wanted a Teacherto take charge of a small 
schoul at the Suuth, He must be a classical svholar, capable 
of preparing his pupils for an entrance into either of the two 
first college classes, A Presbyterian clergyman of the Old-scheod 
would be greatly preferred ; fur such an one qualified as above, 
a salary of seven hundred dollars per anum will be _— for 
the school and congregation. Ministerial duties will not be 
laborious, and the schvol will perhaps not exered fifteen or 
twenty scholars. The gentiaman, (a clergyman) who has fil- 
led the station for the last five years, came to the south mainly 
for the health of his lady, who had a very bad cough, so distres- 
sing at times she was not able to lie down, She i+ now 
oad tae been fur two or three years perfeetly clear of it, and 
they are now returning again to the north. Our climate is 
every way favourable to a pulmonary habit, pr | about seven- 
ty or eighty miles north of the tar famed city of St. Augustine, 
and for cight months in the year unsa » perhaps by any 
on the Glbe. If the applicant be a man of family, a dwelling 
house‘with other out buildings and a well feneed garden lot 
will be added to the salary, and as much wood as may be want- 
for the cutting. Allapplicants other than clergymen must 
y postage, and direct their letters to the undersigned at Jef- 
ereonton, Cainden Constr, Georgia. ‘The situation, which will 
be a permanent one, will be kept open until the first of Noveia- 
may 30—7t* 


man. 
R. P. BURTON, 


NEX BOOKS. Just published and for sale at the De — 

No. 146 Chesnut strect, Philad@phia. Memoir RY 
De Groot. A scholar connected with a Sunday schoo! in 
city, who died May 1839, 67 pp. 18mo, 

he twe Widows, A very instractive and pleasing account 

of the Two Widows, Priscilla »cott and Wilhama, show- 
ing the contrast between a selfish and worldly disposition, 
a cheerful and contented submission w the will of God in all 
things, 49 Pp. 18mo, 

Letters to Students. By the Rev, Baxter Dickinson, Professor 
of the Lane Seminary, Ohio, with an introduction by the Rev. 
Heman Humphrey, President of Amberst Col This volume 
treatyof I, the importance of a fiaed belief in Divine Reve- 
lation and a cordial reeeption of itetruths, Il. The importance 
of an elevated religious character, 99 pp. 18mo, American Sun- 
day School Union. may 30 


ge BLACK TEA.—Fifty Half Chests of the contract 
Souchong Tea, a yy ae article which has beun so 
highly esteemed by all who have used it for the last three years, 
it 1s now offered to Families by the subscriber, at the same 
he has heretofore sold it by the bux notwithstanding the advance 
in the price of Teas, THOMPSON BLACK, 
Grocer and Tea Dealer, corner of Chesnut aud 10th strcets, 
may 30 
EMPERANCE TEA WAREHOUSE AND FAMILY 
GROCERY STORK, corner of Chesnut and Tenth streets, 
Philadciphia. ‘Che subseriber offers fur sale the moxt extensive 
assortment of Family Groceries, Fine Teas, ke, w be found at 
any other establiehment in this city, to which he invites the at- 
tention of Housekeepers, who desire first quality articles at fair 
prices, all goods warranted equal to recom tion, and sent 
to any part of theeity, or packed securely fur the country. 
may 30 THOMPSON BLACK. 
Grosery and Tva Dealer, corner of Chesnut and Teuth streets, 
Philad«tphia. may 30 
STUDENTS AND OTHERS-~—J- 
phia 


ber next, unless sooner filled bya c 


valuable Buoks. Baxter's Complicte Wo ols, 
Complete Works, 21 vole. Owenon brews 4 vole° 
Pearson on the Bishop Burnet on the Thirty Nine Arti- 


sius on the Covenants, 3 vols. Leigh: Nos 
History of the Bible, Scilers’ Biblical Hermepcuties. 
Bythneris’ Lyre of David. Bishop Hall's Contemplations. Berk. 
ley’s Works. Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity,2 vols. Ieland’s 
Deistical Writers. Saurin’s Sermon’s, 3 vols, ridge’s Family 
Expositor, beautiful edig 1 vol. royal 8vo, du do. 6 vols 
Burkitt's Expository N un the New Testament, 3 vale. Jen- 
ning’s Jewish Antiquities, Adam’s Private ar Camp- 
bell on the Gospels, 2 vols. Do. on Miracles, on Divine 
Sovereignty. Gill’s Body of Divinity, 2 vole. Do, Cause of 
God ane truth. Ellin’ Knowledge of Divine Th Gurnali’s 
Christian in Complete Armour, Neale’s History of the Puritans 
3 vols, Robinson's Seripture Characters. Wesley's 

2 vols. Luther on the Galatians. Lime Street Leetares,.Koox's 
Reformation in Scotland. Burnet’s Pastoral Care, 

The above are all the latest aud best editions, 


-| at the lowest cash prices. 


sale, by order of the ass , No. 23 
ladelphia, (opposite the Indian Queen.) may 30 


A GENCY OF THE NEW YORK OBSBRVER.—Persone 

bscriber, No. 
hing, Chesnut street below Fifth, Philade! fe, whrre copies of 


and Associate Refermed, with the Connecticut churches, um 
opposition to the tmtruduction of into America.— VII. 
Conduct of the synod ‘ 
dress on the repyal of the a act, address of the clergy in 
Philadelphia, pastoral letter.— VIII. Formation of the new con- 
stutution.—1X. General state of the ehurch from 1758 to 1788, 


ties of the fore yard, thenee along the fore yard to the 
head of the foremast, when it knecked off a piece of the 


wM.. MARTIEN 
George streets, Philadelphia. 


mato alles 
in relation to the revolutionary war, ad-| tora to furnish in the same style, maps 


the paper may he seen containing maps the new-mode of 
| of the 
ving called Cerography, it 1s the 
nd of all the eonnected wi 
the im the country, the present — 
has been mach enlarged Se 
ad ROBER 
may 


3; by the Rev. Thomas > 
18mo. 


raland Reasenadble,a:.d Buptism b ruvkling or Affusion the 
y 5p ng 


fl apy , Mey ree ian: Churet until a ¢ivil court should confirm the 
of the occurrence of pecu- 
circumstances not on at the period | 
of their appointment, by which on the organiz 
tion of the nt 
| 
; 
13. A Uhreefold Cord ; ora Precept, and Prayer from 
the Huly Seriptures fur every in the year. 3smo. 
14. The Duticsand Responsibilities of the Pastoral Office, being 
* an Abridgment of the Keformed Paswr; by Richard Baxter, 3 
tk 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= 
{ 
» | 
| 
| 
| 
| ived from Englaud, fr supplies of t plow 
ticles. Calvin's mu 
| silou's Sermon’s 8y0. ‘Toplady’s Barrow’s Ser- 
mons, Ke. 2 vols. Warburton’s Divine tion, 2 vols, Whit- . 
} ALUABLE BOOKS selling off at lew prices, A large 
| 7 suitable for elergymen's libraries, to be sold at privat 


r leaf eheds 


et 


"very an 


PBR. TREE_OF, BAR 


Whess tor me— beadtiful und-verdant surface upon which we walk, 


aries be, tree. 


With gice, no friendtomo 
eortrde ap-the vine, the Tree of Death. 

©, the glossy vine- hase serpentcharm, 
fruit; 


: 
acures 


roots: 
jaice may flow'to warm the brow, 


mirth.of a.reveliing crew 
Will ovake:the wise ‘man sigh ; 
For the maniac laugh, thé trembling frame, 
idiot and pestilent breath, 
The shattered’mind and blasted fame, 
[Are wrought.by the vine, the Tree of Death. 
Fill, fill the glass, and let it pass; 
, Thateven the heart which loves must loathe 
that deeply drink ; 


“Phan the wreck'of a living _ 
‘Then.s health to the bemiock, the cypress and yew, 
worm hiding and the willow wreath, 


For though shading the fomb, they fling not a gloom 
* $0 dark-as the vine, Tree of Death. 


SABBATH. 
na _ BY JAMES G. BARNES. 
‘It is tthe Sabbath !—fram each lofty spire, 
»'Clothed by the sunbeams inva robe of light, 
‘The deep-toned bells peal forth their strains—a lyre 
Whese varied chords in harmony unite, 
Filling the air ‘with music—now each tone 
faintly.strikes ppon the ear—tis done 
“The dying strain is hushed—how strange and 


’_\ All Natare scems ; the magic spell is gonc. 
Meanwhile pathway toa “ house of pray’r,” 
‘) Band after band of worshippers have trod, 


‘To bow in humble adoration there, 
- And praise the love of “ the incarnate God.” 


It.is the Sabbath:!—that all-hallowed day, 
__ When, His redeeming mission to compicte, — 
Jesus forsook His prison of clay, 
And Death and Hell lay at His feet-— 
The day which gave Christ's resurrection birth, 
That brilliant type of Time’s expiring hour, 
“When the Archangel’s trump shall shake the earth, 


_ As shakes the aspen neath the whirlwind’s pow’r— 


t scene, on which, with deep, admiring love, 
_ E’en atigels gazed, while their triumphal strain 
7 through their home of glory, far above - 
The ster gemmed vault which limits human ken, 
Breathing hosannas to the Son of God, 
Who sealed a world’s redemption with His blood. 


‘It is the Sabbath !—day of welcome rest 
From earthly toil ineditation sweet 
Reserved that man unworthy, yet thus blest 
By grace divine, might seek the mercy seat 
Set up by Christ, and merely lay thereon 
sacrificial gifi—a broken heart— 
wildered vision faintly dawn 
The light God’s Spirit can alone 
‘Anon will clearer grow that dawning light, ‘ 
Till Hope’s pure star in dazzling radiance rise, 
‘QO'er life’s dark path to shed a halo bright, 
~ Which but in Heaven's transcendent glories dies. 


It is the Sabbath !—harbinger of peace, 

~ As o’er the earth its holy influence spreads, 
The deathless pow'r of which will but increase, 
destined way Time ewifily treads, 


- ‘And all Creation in one mess of fire 
Commingling fall—till all the dead awake 
And in eternity frail Time expire. 
Till, in His glory, Christ, the Saviour, come, 
To judge the world—His work of grace to prove, 
And bear His ransomed children joyful home, 
To apend an endless Sabbath in His love. 


A BOY TELLING HIS TROUBLES TO THE 
SAVIOUR. 
. Several years since, there lived a boy in the 
Great Valley of the West, who had wicked pa- 
reuta.. They. were so wicked, and cared go little 
about God or his word, that they took their lit- 
_tle son from the Sabbath school and forbid his ever 
| ingagain. ‘This wes a great trial to the 
dear boy ; for during the short time he had attend- 
ed, he was very happy—he loved to go—and he 
‘became moch attached to his class-mates and his 
jious.teacher. How could he think of never meet- 
fee them again, and restrain his bitter tears! 
One Sabbath morning, his father and mother 
locked him into a chamber, for fear he would run 
away to the Sabbath school. After his parents had 
ehut and locked the chamber door, and gone down, 
he began to think how his kind teacher once told 
the class that, “ if they ever had any difficulty or 
trouble, they must go and tell the Saviour of ir, 
and pray to him.” And as he sat there alone, and 
remembered his Sabbath school and his dear teach- 
er, the child thought with himself “ J am now 
in difficulty and trouble surely, and [ will go and 
tell the Saviour.” So he knelt down and began to 
His mother, knowing how strong was his love to 
the Sabbath school, thought he might try to esca 
‘by the window, and perhaps get hurt. So she 
went up softly to his chamber door, and looked 
through the key hole. And, O, whata scene did 
she behold! ‘There was her dear boy upon his 
knees, crying unto God io prayer. His father and 
mother had forsaken him, and he was asking the 
Lord to take him up. The mother could not wit- 
ness such a scene unmoved. Her heart was melt- 
ed; she opened the door, went in, and kneeling 
y his side, begged that he would pray for her. 
resently the father came in,and went to the 
chamber for the same reason that the mother had 
before, to see if the child was there, anc 
_ what he-was doing. As he ascended the stairs, he 
saw that the door wasa-jar. His first thought was, 
that the mother had let the boy out, and he was 
y. But when he entered the room, and 
Baw hie litle son on his knees, and the mother 
kneeling by his side, his anger gave place to the 
‘most tender affection for his child, and an over- 
whelming sense of his own wickedness, and he 
knelt down on the other side, and begged that he 
«too might be remembered in prayer! There- 
‘guilt of that affecting scene was, the wicked fa- 
ther’s and mother’s hopeful c®version to God! 
Youthful readers! With this story before you 


ought you not to be thankfu! for the privilege of 


attending the Sabbath school! Your parents not 
only permit, but wish you to attend. Ayain: will 
not learn from this story, to carry all your diffi- 
eulties.and troubles to the Saviour in prayer? You 
too have a kind and sympathizing Saviour. He is 
more ready to hear you than you are to cry unto 
him. He fovesto have you come to him just es you 
“go to your kind parents, and tell him all your joys 
atid‘ all yoarsorrows.' {f you have wicked heart, 
tell him of it, and ask him to take it away and give 
If you. have a bad temper, .tell 


“you a new one, 
fim of that; if you are tempted to disobey your 
>reak 


or the Sabbath, or do any thing 
‘wrong, spread it atl out before the Saviour. Do 
pot fear to tell him your smallest difficulties and 
troubles} and teil him wer 
- praise, of afl your and happiness. The more 
you go to smears go with Fight feelimgs, the 
more you will love to go.— Sabbath Schoot Visiter. 


, «| bas created all things, ba 
_:: | ner rendered visible the, operations of his Almighty 
The different processes of 
| vegetation, the changes of the seasons, and the ef- 


iving and 


the modss‘of life which ‘Man can pases, a 


is the innocent, the most serene 


and ‘pesceful, and, taking every thing into coneid- 
ération, the most happy. rie is the most calculated 
to promote ‘our ‘moral welfare, our spiritag! im- 
provement, and is at the same time most conducive 


fo our physical Heal'b. Man was originally in- | ®Pot, 


tended to pres such a life by his Maker. God who 
has In @ mvre especial man- 


hand in the..country- 


fecte resulting from them, the decay and the revi- 
val of nature, the firmament:above us, adorned with 
its innumerable bright and shining lights, the 
enamelled with its flowers of various bues, the 
feathered inhabitants of the forest, the grove, and 


_| the plain, pouring forth their daily concert of joy 


and delight, these and ten thousand other objects 
as beautiful, as varied, and as sublime, all attest 
the, existence ofthat great. Being who is above 


all, ‘and in all, and through all, and. by whom all 


things consist, and stamp in, characters of life and 
light His omnipotence, benevolence, and wisdom. 
And where, it may well be asked, can these marks 
of an all wise and superintending Providence be 
so well observed or 60 thankfully acknowledged, 


as amidst the quietness and retirement of a coun- 


| _| try lifet The dweller in the city is so surrounded 


by the works of his fellow men, and is eo much 
accustomed to regard the-art and skill of the crea- 


.| ture, that he is apt to forget, and to his shame be 
| it spoken, to disregard the omnipotence of the 


Creator. The din of the crowded street, the noise 
and excitement of the public assembly, the bustle 


| and hurry of commerce and amusement, too often, 
alas! repress that still small voice within, which, 
| if permitted to speak, would tell us of the great 
source from whence all blessings flow. 


But the 
case is far different in the country. There, every 


round him. The most humble 


nt who pur- 
sues his labour in the fields, howe 


unenlighten- 
from the very occupation in which he is en 


ing. 
the ploughed fleld, and watch its progress from a 


given this quickening power to so small a grain, 
which enables it to grow to a tall stem? hen 
he goes forth to his daily task in the morning, and 
returns at the even-tide, he beholds the 


ness and glory; the thunder storm, the rain, and 
the sheeted lightning, the torrent descending from 
the mountain’s side, and the snow wreath envel- 


different periods of the year, all these induce him 
to reflect, and lead him up to Him “ who hath 


unjust.” 


feelings and sensibilities heightened, and his pow- 


tellectual culture! 

We are told in holy writ that Isaac went forth 
to meditate at even-tide. We cannot doubt but 
that the subject of his meditations was the good- 
ness, the benevolence, and the wisdom of God, as 


is there who a cultivated mind, and a 
heart attuned to feeling, who does not sometimes 
experience a wish to imitate the example of the 
patriarch of old, and go forth and reflect amidst 
the quiet and silence of the country? Who is 
there who has not felt disposed, at one period or 
other in his life, to withdraw from his usual occu- 
pation, and it may be even from the society of his 
own household, to separate himself fora brief space 
from this world and its concerns, and to allow his 
thoughts to fix themselves on higher, and purer, 
and holier things? But there are seasons of the 
year, when this desire of whith we have spoken 
comes over the mind with ter power than at 
others. In the freshness an — air of a spring 
morning, when vegetable life is again burstin 

forth—in the brightness of a cloudless summer’s 
day, when the whole atmosphere is perfumed with 
sweets, and the eye as well as the ear is saluted 
with sights and sounds of happiness and joy—in 
the mild and sober glories of a serene autumn af- 
ternoon, thdt sweet season which has been so beau- 
tifully described as the “Sabbath of the year,”— 
who has not at such seasons as these felt a train of 


| new and unknown sensations pass through his 


mind, purified from all taint of earthly dross, 
which raise him for the time above this nether 
world and its perishable concerns, make him for- 
get that he is a child of earth, and tell him, in 
characters which can never be effaced, that he 
is an inheritor of heaven? Who has not at such 
a time felt his heart lifted up to the Maker and 
Giver of all good, and experienced a more hum- 
ble gratitude for Divine mercies, a more unhesi- 
tating belief,a more unquestioning faith in the 
truths of revelation? Who has not returned from 
such meditations ag these, to his former occupa- 
tions, a wiser, a better, and a happier man? 
[Church of England Quarterly Review. 
PRAIRIE SKETCHES. 

Tue Burravo. We had as yet seen only small 
bands of twenty and thirty buffalo. “The largest 
herd that had crossed us numbered about sixty or 
seventy; but these small bands fly in great fear at 
the sight of travellers, and are soon out of sight. 
It was soon after commencing our morning travel, 
along the Arkansas on the American side, that we 
discovered a vast number of black spots far away 
on the prairie before us. We had butchered two 
cows after a tiresome hunt the day before, and be- 
ing well supplied with meat, we determined to re- 
cruit a little befure we resumed the excitement of 
the hunt. Gradually, as we advanced, the dark 
spots yrew larger and increased in number, until 
our efforts to count them were rendered utterly 
useless Still we pressed forward, and at about 
noon day we found ourselves in the very centre of 
an enormous band that opened a path for us as we 
approached, and closed again behind us as we 
moved along. We were ourselves as much at a 
loss to judge of their number as the reader will be. 
It would have been as easy for us to stand still ina 
forest and count the trees, as then to have made a 
calculation, and the writer can but say that they 
covered the earth in all directions. The natural 
green of the prairie was changed to black, and away 
to the horizon all around us spread a dense herd of 
the wild inheritors of the wilderness, 

We travelled till evening with the same 
pect aroud us. ‘The next day it was thesame. The 
enormous band had come from some = yet un- 
disturbed by the hunter, and was then leaving the 
exhausted pastures to seek fresh provender. This 
day we resolved to enjoy the sport of hunting, and 
from morn till evening we chased the poor brutes 
about the prairie, killing the unfortunate animals 


meat, and the dead carcases were left to feed the 
wolves in the night. 

The sounds emitted by these strange creatures 
are peculiar. They do not bellow loudly as would 
be imagined from their enormous bulk and antame- 
able wildness, but breathe or blow, particularly 
when in fright, someting like the sneeze of a horse, 
but more sudden and not so sharp. The noise 
made by the immense band through which we 
were travelling conveyed to the mind of the writer 
the distant surging of the ocean or midnight thun- 
der when heard between sleeping and waking. It 
requires a swift horse to catch them when put to 
their speed, and yet they move most awkwardly, 
and it would seem with great labour. Their enor- 
mous shoulders and hump rise and fall, reminding 
one of a tired horse, with a drunken rider clinging 
to its neck, making a bad effort to canter. 

The next day, the third that we passed in com- 
pany. with this great herd, we enjoyed a spectacle 
still more surprising than any thing we had yet 
witnessed,—The animals commenced crossing the 
Arkansas, The strongest instinct with the buffalo, 


pext to ite; nick sense of smelt, in to prose Ward. 


individual, whatever may be his station, is almost 
insensibly affected by the softening and ameliora- 
ting influence of the scenes and objects which sur- 


ed by education, cannot fail to draw conclusions 
ged, 
favourable to his condition as an accountable be- 
He cannot cast the grain with his hand over 


small and tender green shoot until it becomes a 
“stately plant, ripened for the sickle, without being 
led sometimes to consider within himself who has 


great lu- 
minaries of the sky shining forth in all their bright- 


oping all around with its fleecy covering, sights 
and scenes which he is accustomed to witness at 


given life and light to all, who causeth his sun to 
shine and his rain to fall on the just and on the 
But if the uneducated individual who 
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow is liable 
to be so affected by the scenes and operations of 
nature, how much greater will be the effect pro- 
duced upon the educated man, who has had his 


ers of observation drawn forth and improved by in- 


displayed in the works of the creation, And who 


in mere wantonness, as we were not in want of 


One will w the other, and.never until 
ter is direatly at ite will it break ‘its treck. 
Thus the.iestant one descended into the water ten 
followed, and fifty followed the ten, till the: whole 
extent of the river, within our view, was black ae 
the land with the buffalo. We nooned at this 
and for'three hours the Arkansas wae filled 
with the buffalo, crossing so fast that they could 
not stop to drink, lest they should be overwhelmed 
by the crowd thronging behind. 7 

Those who have paid no attention to the narre- 
tives already given to the public relative to this ex- 
traordinary anima), will think the writer is exer- 
cising the old traveller's privil and their un- 
belief will be perfectly exeusa for indeed the 

must seem strange. 
he writer only relates what he has seen, but 

now listen to what he has heard, and what he be- 
lieves to be true. A party of mountain trappers 
once, descending the Missouri through a buffalo 
region with their flat-boats loaded with furs, were 
compelled to halt four days, to allow the passage 
across the river of a band of buffalo; and the river 
being deep and the crowd so great, hundreds were 
drowned, and their carcasses were afterwards seen 
by the descending trappers lying a:mong the logs 
upon the islands and along the banks, The space 
alowed for our sketch is overstepped already. ‘The 
subject will require another chapter.—N. O. Pic. 


EARTHQUAKES, 

The terrible effects of earthquakes have attrac- 
ted attention in every age, and records of some 
such convulsions have descended to us from very 
remote ages. No périod of our earth's history has 
been more noted for the violence and extent of 
earthquakes, than that between the first, third, and 
the middle of the fourteenth century. China was 
terribly convulsed for ten years from 1333, when 
Kiang-si, its capital was swallowed up; mountains 
were engulphed, and floods, occasioned by the ob- 
struction of the course of rivers, destroyed vast 
| moultitudes of human beings. The concussions ex- 
tended westward, and Asia Minor and Egypt were 
violently shaken in 1346; while in the following 
year severe earthquakes were experienced in Cy- 

rus, Greece, and Italy. In 1692, the Island of 
Jamaica was visited by a most terrible earthquake, 
in which enormous masses of earth and rock were 
detached from the Blue Mountains, and vast quan- 
tities of timber, hurled from their flanks, covered 
the adjacent sea, like floating islands. It was du- 
ring this earthquake, that the city of Port Royal, 
with a tract of adjacent land estimated at 1000 
acres, sunk in one minute into the deep. In the 
succeeding year, great earthquakes in Sicily de- 
stroyed the city of Catina, and 140 other towns and 


perished. Jn 1746, Lower Peru suffered severely 
from this calamity. ‘The ocean burst in upon the 
land with irresistible force, when the barrier of 
land sunk into the sea,. Lima was overwhelmed, 
and the present port of Callao formed. 

_ These convulsions were accompanied by erup- 
tions of water and mud from several volcanoes 
among the Andes. In 1750, the city of Concep- 
tion, in Chili, disappeared during an earthquake, 
and the sea rolled over it. In 1755, Lisbon was in 
& great measure destroyed by one of the most terri- 
ble earthquakes that ever visited Europe. The 
mountain chains between the Douro and the Tag- 
us were most dreadfully convulsed. The new 
Mole at Lisbon, to which multitudes had fled, as 
to a place of safety, suddenly sunk into an hideous 
abyss, and not one body floated to the surface, nor 
were any fragments of the vessels sucked into the 
chasm rendered up, dnd on the spot there is now 
an hundred fathoms of water. In this awful con- 
vulsion at Lisbon, 60,000 persons perished in about 
six minutes. A violent shock threw down the 
greatest part of the city, and the sea retired, leav- 
ing the bar momentarily dry; but suddenly a 
mighty wave, fifty feet high, rolled in on the de- 
voted city. The extent of the terre motus, on this 
occasion, is very remarkable. The violence of the 
shocks, which were accompanied by a fearful sub- 
terranean noise, like the loudest thunder, was 
chiefly felt in Portugal, Spain, and Northern Afri- 
ca; but its effects were perceived over a considera- 
ble part of Europe, and were even experienced in 
the West Indies. Our Scottish lakes, particularly 
Loch Ness and Loch Lomond, rose and fell re- 
peatedly on that dreadful day. Ships at sea were 
affected by the shocks, as if they had struck on 
rocks, and their crews were, in some instances, 
thrown down by the violence of the concussion. 
In 1766, the Island of Trinidad and great part of 
Columbia, were violently agitated by earthquakes; 
yan islet in the Oronoko disappeared, and land in 
other parts of the coast wes raised above the wa- 
ters. In 1772, the lofty volcano of Papandayang 
(the loftiest mountain in Java) disappeared, and an 
area eround, fifteen miles by six, was swallowed 
up. Most terrible earthquakes desolated Calabria 
in 1783. 

This calamity has been admirably described by 
several writers, among whom we may mention Dr. 
Vivenzio Gritnaldi, Sir William Hamilton, Dolo- 
mieu, and the commission of the Royal Academy 
of Naples. The violence of the shock was chicfly 
felt in the further Calabria, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Messina. The principal agitation was felt 
over an area of 500 square iniles; many sudden 
sinkings of the land were perceived, numerous fis- 
sures were formed, and partial elevations were 
effected in some places. The greatest depressions 
happened at Terra Nueva, Oppido, Sinopoli, and 
Santa Christina ; a fissure a mile in length, and a 
hundred feet in depth, was formed at Cerzulle; and 
at La Tortuna, a chasm of a quarter of a mile in 
length, thirty feet in width, and two hundred and 
twenty-five in depth, suddenly opened in the 
ground. In some districts considerable mountain- 
slips, or the separation of huge masses of rock, took 
place;‘ and along the Straits of Modena, in the 
neighbourhood of Scyila, the Cliff of Gian-Greco, a 


houses and gardens. A fragment detached by the 
earthquake from Monte Jaci, crushed multitudes 
who had fled to the shore for safety: and at the 
same moment a wave broke on the devoted shore, 
and swept away the aged Priuce of Scylla, and 
numbers of his people. 

In the year 1797, Upper Peru was terribly con- 
vulsed. The shocks of earthquakes continued with 
great violence for three months, and the face of the 
country in the centre of convulsion was totally 
changed. In 1911, violent earthquakes shook the 
Valley of the Mississippi, by which lakes of con- 
siderable extent disappeared, and new ones were 
formed; but these were less terrific than the catas- 
trophe which destroyed the city of Caraccas, in 
1812. On the 26th of March, there were heard 
subterraneous thunderings; the ground undulated 
as if agitated by the boiling liquid, and at one 
shock this fine city entombed in its ruins 10,000 of 
its inhabitants. During the earthquake the lake 
at Maracaibo had its level lowered, and the riven 
earth at Puerto Cabello and Valencia poured forth 
enormous torrents of water, It is remarkable, that 
the volcano at St. Vincent, which had been per- 
fectly — for'a century, burst with prodigi- 
ous violence on the 27th of April in the same year, 
and threw out clouds of ashes, which rose to an im- 
mense height in the air. Much of the island was 
ruined by showers of scorie and ashes; and such 
was the violence of the eruption, that the decks of 
vessels 20 miles to windward of St. Vincent were 
covered with an impalpable dust. On the day of 
this eruption, subterraneous thunderings were 
distinctly heard at Caraccas, and even on Rio 
Apure, 210 leagues in a right line from St. Vin- 
cept. 

In the eruption of Tomboro, the earthquake ex- 
tended throughout an area of a thousand miles in 
diameter; a considerable tract of land’at the foot 
of the mountains disappeared in the waves, and the 

rt of Lima, where ships of war could fermerly 
tinchor, was ruined by the upraising of a shoal. 
On the 19th of November, 1822, Chili was visited 
by a most destructive earthquake. ‘The shock was 
strongly felt at the same time, throughout a line of 
coast 1200 miles in extent. It is stated, on good 
authority, that the coast for 100 miles sustained an 
elevation of from two to four feet; and about a mile 
inland from Valparaiso, it was raised from six to 
‘seven feet. The sudden elevation of the coast was 
indicated by shell fish being found adherent to the 


shocks continued until the end of September in-the 


villages in that island, where 100,000 persons} 


mile in length, was precipitated on the subjacent| 


rocks considerably above high water mark. The} 


embrace the eavatry 


try from the base of the Andes to| 
the sea, a surface df no less than 100,000 square}. 


_ ‘THE JEWS’ LOVE OF JUDEA. 
The most jnteresting circumstance which pre- 


miles. 4n 1827, P.paya and Bogota suffered most 
from during which vast fis- 
sures opened in the elevated plains around the lat- 
The le ke in Evrope occurred in Mur- 
cia, in-1820, near Alicante. Several villages, in an 
area of abvut four square miles, were thrown 
vertical movements in the valley through whic 
the Rio Segurs flows, and many small fissures were 
formed in the alluvial soil ; while black mud, sand, 
and marine shells were thrown up from small cavi- 
ties formed near the sea. Such are some of the 
severer earthquakes on record ; but Jess consider- 
able shocks are of frequent occurrence in various 
countries, especially in South America and Italy. 
Sinart shocks are ‘occasionally felt in Scotland. 
They have often occurred at Comrie, in Perth- 


shire. A smart shock rent the spire on the town, 
hall of Inverness, in the year 1816; and another’ 


earthquake was felt at Lancaster, in 1834, which 
shattered the ehimnies and alarmed the inhabitants. 
But all the shocks experienced in our Island have 
been insignificant compared with those which have 
been felt in many other countries.—Dr. Trait’s 


Physical Geography. 


SELECT SENTENCES. 

A master should be sometimes blind ; and a ser- 
vant sometimes deaf. 

When we leave this life, nothing of what we 

here folfows vs into éternity; but the 
spirit, temper and views with which we sought, en- 
joyed, used, and parted with it. 

As they who for every slight infirmity take phy- 
sic to repair their health do rather impair it; so 
they who for every trifle are eager to vindicate their 
character rather weaken it. 

Prosperity procures friends; but adversity tries 
them. 

‘It is better to be preserved in the brine of adver- 
sity, than to rot in the honey of prosperity. 

Be not too venturesome in exposing oo ape to 
needless dangers; fur he that courts perils, shal! 
die the devil’s martyr. 

‘The Dutch proverb saith, “Stealing never makes 
a man rich; alms never makes a man poor; and 
prayer never hinders a man’s business.” 

An ungrateful mind is the devil’s lodging house, 
supported with five pillars, namely, ignorance, 
pride, discontent, covetousness, and envy. 

God loves the puorest saint on earth incompara- 
bly better than any angel in heaven loves God. 

In conversation, aim more at God’s honour than 
at thine own: the one is the character of a devil ; 
the other, of a saint. 

Turn a deaf ear to the backbiter : if thou receiv- 
est not his words, they fly back and wound the re- 
porter; if thou dost receive them, they fly forward 
and wound the receiver. 

There is a time when we may say nothing; 
and a time when we may say something; but 
there never will be a time when we should say all 
things. 

Particulary avoid three sorts of persons namely, 
apostates, angry men, and those who are given to 
change. 

Men lose many excellent things, not because 
they want power to obtain them, but spirit and re- 
solution to undertake them. 

He that will not bear Christ’s reproach, shall 
bear his own ; which will be infinitely worse. 

Sin received its sentence of death in the death 
of Christ; but it doth not receive its execution till 
the death of a Christian. 

Four things we can never take the full dimen- 
sions of; namely, the evil of sin, the deceitfulness 
. ont heart, the love of Christ, and the perfections 

Whena Christian considers the —— of God’s 
ways, he wonders that all the world doth not walk 
in them: but when he considers the blindness, de- 
pravity, and prejudices of the heart in its present 
~ ay state, he wonders that any should enter upon 
them. 

Saints desire co to meet with God, as to part no 
more; and so to part with sin, as to meet no more. 

The Jewish proverb saith, “If the word knew 
the worth of good men, they would edge them 
about with pearls.” 

It was the saying of a great divine, built on long 
observation, that he had found more good in bad 
people, and more bad in good people than ever he 
expected. 

t is impossible for Christ to dwell by his Spirit 
in a heart that is under the habitual dominion of 
sin. 

The covering of sin is like the keeping a serpent 
warm, which wil] still sting the more fiercely. 


STUDY CHRIST. 

It is not the general contemplation, but the pe- 
culiar possession of Christ that gives both solid 
comfort, and strong persuasion to obedience and 
holiness. By the eye of faith to see the only be- 

otten Son of God, ae ‘stricken and smitten of 

od, bearing our sorrows,’ and ‘* wounded for our 
transgressions,’ Jesus Christ ‘ the righteous,’ reck- 
oned* amongst the unrighteous and maletactors ; to 
see him stripped naked, and scourged, and nailed 
and buffeted and dying; and all for us; this is the 
thing that binds upon us most strongly all the 
duties of Christianity, and of our particular callings 
and best enable us, according to our callings, and 
bind them upon others. But our slender view of 
those things occasions a light sense of them, and 
that cold incitements to answerable duty. Cer- 
tainly, deep impressions would cause lively expres- 
sions. Would we willingly stir up our own hearts 
and one another to holy diligence in our station, 
study more thoroughly Christ, as suffering and 
dying; this is the very life of the Gospel and of 
our souls, it is all we have to learn, and all we 
have to press on you. ‘I determined to know no- 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him cru- 
cified.” Make Christ’s cross the sum of all my 
learning.— Archbishop Leighton. 


The Reverend and excellent John How, who died 
in 1705, was once during his decline, in a most af- 
fecting, heavenly frame, at the communion, and 
carried out into such a transporting celebration of 
the love of Christ, that both he and bis communicants 
were apprehensive he would have died in the ser- 
vice. He wassometimes very pleasant in his last sick- 
ness, and conversed freely with the many persons of 
all ranks who came tocee him, and talked like one 
of another world, with the most elevated hopes of 
that blessedness on which his heart had long been 
set; and once declared, after an unexpected revival, 
that were it put to his choice whether he would die 
that noment, or live seven years he would prefer 
the former. His hope of heaven was, however, 
accompanied with great humility, which led him 
to say, expect salvation not asa profitable ser- 
vant but asa pardoned sinner.” Being at last worn 
dut he finished his course with joy. 


ROYAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH.—GREEN- 
OCKITE. 


At a meeting of the Royal Society, on the 16th 
March, an account was read by Mr. Connell of his 
investigation uf the chemical nature of a new 
mineral, first ohserved by Lord Greenock. The 
miveral is found at Bishapton, in Reofrewshire, 
usually embedded in phrenite, in small crystals of 
a yellow colour, and considerable transparency. 
The form appears to be a six-sided prism; but its 
eystem of crystallization has not yet been fully 
made out, and is under investigation by Professor 
Jauneson, as well as its optical properties by Mr. 
Nicol. According to Mr. Conuell’s analysis, it is 
a protosulphuret consisting of one atom 
of sulphur and one atom of cadmium. It contains 
in 100 parts, sulphur 22.56, and cadmium 77.30. It 
contains no zinc, and is readily distinguished from 
the transparent yellow zinc blende, which it re- 
sembles, by its orange-coloured streak, when 
scratched by a knife—that of the other mineral 
being white. It has the property of becoming, when 
heated, of a fine carmine red colour, and of as- 
suming its yellow tintagainon cooling. If it.were 
found in sufficient quantity, it would be a valuable 
pigment for water and oil colours; its tint with 
water being a peculiar orange yellow, differing 
from that of any other ordinary yellow pigment in 
the hands of artists. _ It is the first separate ore of 
cadmium which has yet been discovered. The 
specific name of Greenockite has been given to it 
by Professor Jameson, in honour of the eminent 
cultivator of ecience who first distinguished it ; and 


| following year; and the area over which the per- 
manent alteration of level extended, is believed to 


he proposes to class it in the order Blende, as 
**Cadmium Blende.” 


sents itself mind, in. recalling what eaw of 
the Hebrew nation in the East, is the universal dif- 
fusion of the love of Jews for their own Judea, the 
Canaan of their fathers. Who could see without 
emotion thousands of poor Israelites, who, from the 
remotest parts of Europe, have made their way by 
long aed went? pilgrimage, through privations in- 
calculable; and sufferings without end ; often shoe- 
less and almost clotheiess, friendless, pennyless, 
that they might see the city of David, and lay their 
bones in the busom of Jerusalem! What multi- 
tudes are there among them who have sold their 
last ion—having gathered together their lit- 
tle, their safficient alli—and huve started, march- 
ing towards the rising sun, from the Vistula, the 
Dneiper, and the Danube, on a journey as long as 
perilous! How many have perished, exhausted on 
|the way! How many that have landed at Joppa, 
or crossed the Taurus at Antiuch, have been una- 
ble, from over exhaustion, to reach their longed- 
for goal! How many have sunk in sight of the 
Mount of Olives! and how many have closed their 
eyes in peace and blessedness when the privilege 


the walle of Salem.— Dr. Bowering ; 


CONSOLALIONS OF PIETY. 


How blessed and happy is your Jot, my dear 
friend, beyond the common lot of the greater part 
of mankind; that you know what it is to draw near 
to God in prayer, and are acquainted with a throne 
of grace! You have resources in the intinite love 
of a dear Redeemer which are withheld froin mil- 
lions: and the promises of God, which are yea and 
amen in Jesus, are sufficient to answer all your 
necessities, and to sweeten the bitterest cup which 
your heavenly Father will ever put in your hand. 
May he now give you liberty to drink at these wells 
of salvation till you are filled with consvlation and 
peace in the midst of trouble! He has said, * When 
thou pagsest through the fire I will be with thee, 
and when thou passeth through the floods they shall 
not overflow thee,” You have need of such a word 
as this, and he knows vour need of it, and the time 
of necessity is the time when he will be sure to ap- 
pear in belialf of those whotrustinhim. I bear you 
and yours upon my heart night and day, for I never 
expect to hear of distress, which shal call upon me 
with aloud voice to pray for the sufferer. I know the 


believe, and am sure, he will hear me for you also. 
He is the friend of the widow, and the father of the. 
fatherless, even God in his holy habitation ; in all our 
afflictions he is afflicted, and chastens us in mercy. 
Surely, he will sanctify this dispensation to you, 
do you great and everlasting good by it, make the 
world appear jike dust and vanity in your sight, as 
it truly is, and open to your view the glories of a 
better country, where there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor pain, but God shall wipe all 
tears from your eyes tor ever. O that comfortable 
word! “[have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction :” so that our very sorrows are evidence 
of our calling, and he chastens us because we are 
his children.— Cowper. 


Rev. iii. 19.— “ As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten.” 

How frequently does the tried Christian mistake 
his troubles for proofs of his heavenly Father's dis- 
pleasure. 

A poor but worthy inhabitant of Paris, once went 
tothe Bishop with a conntanence beclouded, and a 
heart alniost overwhelmed. Father,” said he, 
with the most profound humility, “I am a sinner, 
but it is against my will]. Every hour I ask for 
light and humbly pray for faith, but still I am 
overwhelmed with doubts ; surely if 1 were not des- 
pised of God, he would not leave me to struggle 
thus with the adversary of souls.” 

The Bishop thus consulted kindly his sorrowing 
son: “The king of France has two castles in 
different situations, and sends a commander to each 
of them. The Castle of Montelberry stands ina 
place remote from «anger, far inland; but the Castle 
of La Rochelle is on the coast, where it is liable to 
continual sieges. Now which of these commanders 
think you, stanida highest in the estimation of the 
King—the commander of La Rochelle, or he of 
Montelbery ?” “ Doubtless,” said the poor man, 
“the King values him the most who has the hard- 
est task, and braves the greatest dangers.” “ Thou 
art right,” reqlied the Bishop; “and now apply 
this matter to thy case and mine; for my heart is 
like the Castle of Montelbery, and thine like that 
of Rochelle.” 


Let him take hold of my strength that he may 
| make peace with me: and he shall make peace 

with me.—lIsaiah xxvii. 5. 

The Rev. Thomas Toller, of Kettering, (Eng- 
land,) when addressing his people from the pas- 
snge cited above, gave the following beautiful and 
impressive illustration of its import : 

think, said he, I can convey the meaning of 
this passage so that every one may understand it, 
by what took place in mv own family within these 
few days. One of my little children had commit- 
ted a fault for which I thought it my duty to chas- 
tise him, I called him to me, explained to him 
the evil of what he had done, and told him how 
grieved I was, that I must punish him for it. He 
heard me in silence, and then rushed into my arms 
and burst into tears. I could sooner have cut off 
my own arm, than have struck him for his fault; 
he had taken hold of my strength and he had made 
peace with me. 


A clock maker of Vienna, whose name is Mat- 
thias Ratzenhofer, has sulved the problem proposed 
by Professor Gruithausen of Munich, “ To con- 
struct a clock which shall show at once the time in 
several citieS, the works of which shall not be in 
any wise hindered in their movement, whether 
they put in motion more or fewer clocks for different 
places, whether they are in Europe or in other 
quarters of the globe, and the hands of which may 
be changed at pleasure, and directed to other 
places.’ This clock goes right, and its dial plate, 
which is fourteen inches in diameter, has in the 
centre the dial for Vienna and around and radia- 
ting from it seventy two cities of different parts of 
the world, each with its own dial and the name of 
the place. It shows the difference of mean time 
between Vienna and the seventy-two other towns, 
and is set in motion by a four pound weight only ; 
all the other clocks, however, are put in motion 
from the centre of the Vienna clock; so that if the 
work stand still, nothing more is necessary than to 
set the Vienna clock to make all the other clocks 
indicate the true time. Professor Gruithausen, in 
a letter to the ‘ Universal Gazette,’ of Augsburg, 
endeavours to show that this clock is not what he 
intended. 


A correspondent of the Farmer’s Magazinecom- 
municates the following : 

“ Accident has discovered to a French farmer a 
very simple mode of destroying weevils in corn 
warehouses. Happening to lay in the corner of a 
granary in which there was a quantity of corn, 
some sheep-skins with thie fleece un, he was not a 
little surprised to find them, a few days after, cover- 
ed with dead weevils. He repented the experi- 
ment several times and always with the same suc- 
cess. At last he ordered his corn to be stirred up 
and not a single weevil remained in it.” 


HE SCHOOL, taught on the place and under the direction 
of the subseriber, during the last year, on the Point Road, 
three miles from Philadelphia, will be re-opened on the first 
of Jane, and will be conducted on the plan on which it was 
originally commenced. 
school will compose the family of the subseriber, par- 
ticipate in its domestic arrangements, and will be limited and 
select. There will be associated with Mr, Mason, three gen- 
tlemen of mature scholarship, who have been educated with 
special reference to tbeir occupation, and who are entirely de- 
voted tu it. 

‘The terms are 200 dollars per year, fur those who pursue only 
the English Classical, and Mathematical course of study; an 
extra charge of 5 doliars per quarter, will be allowed for those 
who study the French and German Languages, and the same 
for Drawing and Music. Each boarder will be eharged 15 
detlars. per year for the use of books, mapa, globes, Ke. 

Those who may wish for information concerning the school, 
are permitted to refer to the following gentiemen, who have 
had sons or Wards at the school during the last year: 

At Bridesburg—To Messrs. A. Jenks, M. A. T. 
Newbold, E. Green, and Capt.G. D. Ramsay, at U. States 


Arsenal. 
In Philadelphie—To Professor A. D. Bache, Samuel Grant, 
and Robert E. Farrish, E.squires. 
Washington—To Major Wm, Turnbull, of the U. State 
my. 
At Pensacola—To Commodore Dallas, of the United States 
Navy. JOHN MASON. 


has been vouchsnfed to them of treading within | ® 


Lord hears me for myself, vileand sinful’as I am, and 


BYTERIAN PSALMS AND HYMNS.—The Peahne 
4 aud Hymns approved by the General Assembly of 
Presbyterian Church, published by the Presbyterian rd 
Publication. ‘They may constant had, 
amalisiae, and in fine 

lishing Agent of the Board, at the lowest prices, cither 


Chere and others will be 
attended to by WM, S. MAR TIEN, 
Cerner of Seventh and ( }corge street, Philade! 


CARTER, and Classical Beekseller, 
Ne. 58 Canal Street, New Yurk, has pubhehed the folluw- 
valuable works, viz 
‘he Atonement and of Jesus Chris. By W. 
Imo, 


i D.D. becend ed 
satorial Dominion of Jeous 
on, D.D., 1 rol. 12me. 
oars in England aud Wales. By Miss 


Holiday House ; a Series of Tales for Youth. By Miss Sin- 
n@ hie Aunt. By a Lad 
ut a a 
of Ha 


Memoir anah Sinclair. Richmond, A 
Dairyman’s Daughter, &c. Second merican, from the 1 x 
London edition, 1&mo. 


Our Protestant Forefathers. By W- 8. Gilly, Author of Felix 
Neff; from the 12th London edit 18mo, 

Discourses on the Millennium, By Rev. M. T. Adam. 13mo. 
3 ee on the Offices of Christ. By George Stevenson, 

12me. 

Bostwick on Baptism. Second edition. 

Christian Father at Home ; or a Manual of Parental Instrac- 
tion. By W.C. Brownlee, D.D. 18ma. 

‘The Christian Youth's Book, and Manual for Young Com 
menicants, By W.C. Brownire, D.D. 12mo, 
Private Thoughts peer Religion and the Christian Life. By 
Goepel of St. Matthew, Beilby Porteus, 

tures on t of 

D.D., Bixhop of 12mo, 

The Mimster’s Family. By a Country Minister. 12mo. 

Lectures on the Bowk of Father, Themas McCric, D.D, 
Author of the Life of Knox, Mciville, &c. 18m0. 

History of the Evangelier! Churches of New York. 18mo, 

The Family at Heatherdale ; or the Influenee of Christian 
Principles, By Mrs, Col. Mackay. 12mo, 

Seougal’s Entire Religious Works, consisting of the Life o 
God in the Soul, Sermon, &c. 18mo. 

The Grace of God, exemphfied im the ease of William Mills, 

The Crook in the Lot; or a Display of the Sovereignty and 
Wisdom of God in the Afflictions of Men. By Rev. Thomas 
ilberfures’s P lv h trod 

Wi uree’s Practical View, with an Introduc 

D. Wilson, Bishop of Calcutta. 12mo. 
An Anndote to the Miserics of Human Life. Fifth edition, 
Sermon, andan Essay on Marriage. By Rev. Wm. Jay, }2mo, 


Watson's Body of Divinity. 
from Sacred History. By Rev. Joseph 


Ivteresting Narratives 
Belcher. 12mo. 

A Key to the Shorter Catechism, containi atechetical 
Exercises, a Paraphrase, and a new series of ou each 
Anewer, New edition, 

The Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life. By Professor 
Wilson, 12mo, 

‘The Person and Glory of Christ. By John Owen, D.D, 8vo. 

Seurrowing yet Rejoienng ; a Narrative of suceessive bervave- 
ments in Minister's family. 123mo., from the fourth Edin- 
burgh edition, 

Life and Letters of the Rev. Joseph Alleine, A. B., author 
of “ An Alarm to the Unconverted.” 12m0, * , 

A Call to the Unconverted, with other valuable Essays ; by 
Rev. Richard Baxter. l2mv. 

Watson’s Apology fur the Bible. 18mo. 

Fisher's Westininster Assembly's Shorter Catechism Explain- 
ed, by way of Question and Answer, new ediuon, arp | 
compared with ap early and corrvet Scotch Impression. | v 
2mo 


Kt. C, has constantly on hand a large and general assortment 
of Theological, Clissical, and School Books, Clergymen 

Country Merchants, ‘Teachers, and others, visiting the city of 
New York, are invited to examine his stock, Orders promptly 
oupplke at the lowest prices, and goods forwarded tw any pact 
of the country. may? 


ANTED.—A matron of piety, who is an experienced 

house-keeper, to take the charge of a gentleman's house, 

and to preside at the head of his family, in the immediate vi- 

cinity of the city ‘Nhe situation is in many respects desirable, 

Keferences exchanged. A lad 

church, would be p 
fice of this paper, 


y in the communion of the Pres- 
rred. Address A, W. at the 
may 16—4t 


ROMA NISM.—For sale by Hogan & Thompson, 
No. 30 north Fourth street, Philadelphia, a few copies of 
The Difficulties of Romanism. By George Stanley Faber, B.D. 
Author of the © Difficulties of In 
This work is rare, there being but f-w copies for sale, and 
only at the above place. may 16 


MPERANCE BOOKS FOR YOUTH.—The Harvey 
Boys ; illustrating the evils of Intemperance, and point- 
ing out its proper antidote, 
he Reformed Family; an interesting account of the resto- 
— of a family, by the influence of the Temperance So- 
ciety. 
Scenes of Intemperance; illustrating by stories, and very 
striking cuts, the evils and consequences of Intemperance, _ 
Bad Boy's Progress ; including the history of Luke and his 
school-fellow, with 14 fine original cuts, 
The Haymakers ; exhibiting the nature, progress, and evils 
of Intemperance, and the character and object of Temperance 


societies, 
For sale at the Depository, 146 Chesnut street, Philadel phia, 
may 16 American Sunday School Union. 


HE POLYMICRIAN GREEK TESTAMENT—Publish- 
. ed by Henry Perkins, 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia, 
and sold by all the Booksellers in the city. 

The Polymicrian Greek Testament, by William Greenfield, 
carefully revised and read with Knapp’s Greek Testament, 
and many errors corrected, by Joseph P. Engles, A, M., 32mo. 
Bound in cloth, calf, and morocco. 

The Polymicrian Greek Lexicon to the New Testament; in 
wnich the various senses of the words are distinetly explained 


in English, and authorized by references to passages of Scrip- 
ture, Greenfield. 
Note— avove can be had either separate oF together. 


se 
Theological, Classical, Standard, and Popular Reli 


HENRY PERKINS, 134 Chesnut street, 
may 23—tf First store west of the United States Bank. 


AYARD ON THE SACRAMENT.—Letters on the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper, by Samuel ee | 
Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Chureh at Princeton, New 
Jersey. Second edition, revised by the author, with additional 


notes and illustrations 
WM. S. MARTIEN, 
Corner of Seventh and George streets, Phi 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We are pleased to karn that a new edition of **Letiers on the 
Sacrament of the Lord’: Supper,” by Samuel Bayaid, Esq., a 
ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church at Princeton, New Jer- 
acy, is called for. It was first published about sixteen or seven- 
teen years ago, and was arded as a very useful present to 
that portion of the religious community for the benefit of which 
it was intended, The work being now out of print, the vene- 
rable Author has been requested to allow a new impression for 
public use, We are pleased to find that he has agrerd to coimn- 
ply with this request, and that a revised and improved edition 
may soon be expected tw issue from the press, can 
reeommend this manua! as, in our opinion, adapted to de 

SAMUEL MILLER. 
JAMES CARNAHAN. 
A. ALEXANDER. 

B. H. RICE 


Be R. WEBB'S Temperance Giocery and Tea Ware- 
house, 275 Market street, above Seventh, north side, Phil- 
adelphia. An execlient assortment of sof the best quali- 
ties, for sale at the above establishment, jor cash only, amongst 
which are the fellowing, viz: Fresh ‘Teas of all deseription«, 
Loaf and Brown Sugars, Coffees, Fruits, Canton and other Pre- 
serves, Underwood's and London Pickles, Sauces and Ketchups, 
Jemon Syrup, Spanish and French Olives ; English, French, 
and American Mustard; Spices; Imported and American 
Cheese ; Cocoa and Chocolate; Flour of best brands ; Crack- 
ers and Biscuits; Table Salt; Syrup Molasses, Honey, Vin- 
egar, Lamp Oils, Candies, Fancy and Common Soaps, Brushes, 
Hams, Tongues, Dried Beef, Sausages, &e. Ke. 
Orders from the Cuontry by letter or otherwise, packed “and 
forwarded with care and dispateh, All persons desirous to 
economise in the purchase of Groceries, are invited to call, 
april 25 


IFE OF DR. MILNE.—Life and Opinions of the Rev 

William Milne, D. D. Missionary to China, illustrated by 

Biographical Annals of Asiatic Missions, from Primitive to Pro- 

teatant times, intended asa guide to missionary spirit, by Ro- 

bert Philip. 

The Relation between the Holy Seriptures and some parts of 

Geological Science, by John Pye Smith, D. D. F. G. 5. 
Just received and for sale by 
HOGAN & THOMPSON, 


april 25 No. 30 north Fourth street, Philadelphia, 


USIC FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS.—A Manualof Instruc- 
tion in the Art of Singing.—(Siuff covers) Containing 
simple elementary rules on the inductive system, with lessons, 
&e. ‘They are so constructed, that chrildren who are taught to 
sing by note, may, by a ordinary singer, be tau ht, in a short 
time to sing a hymn scientifically, The system has been used 
in the instruction of nearly 8,000 pupils, “‘I'wenty-one tunes, and 
thirty-two hymns,—18 cents. 

Music Lessons for Infant schools, Singing Schoole,or Private 
Classes.— These are the examples taken from the Manaal of In- 
struction, and printed on large sheets, to be sus upon the 
wall of the rvom, for the use of the whole school at once. They 


are cousidercd as of essential service to the teacher. Five 


each, 

Same.—On Cards, 12 cents cach. 

The American Sunday School Peal .—Or Hymns and Mu- 
sie, for the use of Sunday-schools teacher's meetings, family and 
sucial worship, (stiff covers.) This containe47 tunes, and 195 
hymns, adapted to the tunes respectively, Beautifully printed 
on fine . 31 eents each. 

The Minat:el.—For the use of Sabbath-school+, and 
juvenile classes ; by Thomas Hastings. Containing the simple 
rudiments of the art, arranged in inductive order, and to be used 
with the bleek-buard and monitorial classes, or (by omitting the 
exercises) it may b- used according to former methods. ° 
are also thirty-two tunes and hymns adapted to the music. 18 


cents. 
The above, prepared fur, and published by the American 
Sunday-$ghool Union, are constant'y fer sale at the Depository, 


146 Chesut Street, Philadelphia, april 18 


TAMMERING CURED.—Dr. Comstock's Vocal Gymna- 
sium and Lyceum for Elocution, over the Lecture-roum of 
the 7th Presbyterian church, Pliladelphia, This Institution is 
open from the Ist of September till the last of June; during 
July and A t, there is a vaeation. All deairous of insteuc- 
tion, either for the of improve- 
in Elocution, may learn the conditions o 
may ANDREW COMSTOCK, M. D. 
No, 100 Mulberry street, Philadelphia. 
OP Dr. Comstock’s Remarks on Stammering, certificates of 
cures, and the numerous recommendations whieh be has ob- 
tained of his System of Vocal Gymnastics, are appended to his 
Cirealar, which shall be sent to anyone who may wish to learn 
} more upon the subject of his Institution. Satisfactory refer- 
ences ean he given in the principal eities of the United States. 
april 25—3m" 


HEOLOGICAL BOOKS.—A large and well selected 
of Books in Theology, &e. &c. for sale on the most fa- 
vourable terms, by J. Whetham, 144 Chesnut street, Philadet- 
phia. Horne’s Introduction, inproved edition. An Introdue- 
tion to the Critieal Suudy and Knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, by Thomas Hartwell Horne, B.D., of St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, Prebendary of St. Paui’s, ke. New edition, re- 
vised, curr eted, and enlarged, from the eighth London ediuon. 
Illustrated with numerous maps, fae -imilics of Biblical man- 
uscripts, engravings, &c., the whule complete in two volumes, 
royal 8vo. 
‘The publisher in presenting this extensive and valuable 
Work to the public, would take the opportunity to sy that he 


ment and i jon 0: the Work from the latest London 
tion, and to have it appear in an improved furm and style. 

It will also be seen, that this edition has many and impertant 
advantages over any other, as it comprises all the author’s la- 
test additions and corrections, and having been carefully revi- 
sed throughout, he having availed himself of numerous 
gestions for simplifying and improving the arrangement, w 
at various times have been communicated. 

By enlarging the pages, and abridging vartoas parts which 
would edu of being conde as well as ¢ ug to the 
Ap ixes certain articles which before has been incorporated 
in body of the Work, the author has been enabled to mtre- 
duce a considerable quantity of new and im & matter, 
without materially enlarging ite size, or atal — 
priee. 


has spared no pains or expense to secure @ correct ange. 


T 
| 
And he is strong that escapes. | 
| 
| 
fr 09 PT o'er a Tiry D, | | 
» But. tie better to moutn.o'er-® pulseless form, | 
2 
2 From the Baltimore Morning Visiter. | 
| 
| . 
| 
hia. ’ 
Until he reach that distant point, when Earth 
| pass away astonished gaze, | 
: Night receding Aurora’s birth; | 
Or crystal ice drops from Soll’s piercing rays ; | 
i Till Sun and Moon and Stars their spheres forsake, | =a 
| 
cen i 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| | 


